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PREFACE. 



Thb Author of the following pages having ac- 
cidentally discovered thai the late Mr. Mathew 

• 

O'Conor, of Mount Druid, had induced his fa- 
mily to imagine themselves the only descendants 
of the ancient O'Connors of Connaught, and 
distinguished from other O'Connor families by 
the name O Conor* called on Mr. O' Conor, of 
Mount Druid (his son), to explain the grounds 
of so extravagant an assumption ; no explanation, 
however, was given, although Mr. O'Conor re- 

* O'Brien, in his Irish Dictionary, in his remarks on the letter 
R, states: — "But a double nn is rarely written in Irish, a little 
stroke being set over the letter instead of it, thus n. We find 
this manner was familiar to the Latins in ancient times, and, by 
the ignorance of some copyists and engravers, has made many 
words dubious ; for they often omitted n where they should write 
it. It was thus the n was adopted in O'Conor, to do away with 
the affected distinction, without compromising the true orthogra- 
phy of the name O'Connor." 
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lied on his father's statement, and insisted that it 
was sustained by a pedigree compiled by Charles 
O'Conor, " no indifferent genealogist." A cor- 
respondence ensued in the Boscommon Weekly 
Messenger, in which his brother, Mr. Arthur 
0*Conor, attempted to maintain the assumptions 
of his family, in an extremely offensive tone, 
without offering any evidence. In his letter he 
states, *' Sir Hugh (7 Conor had four sons; to 
Calvach (the eldest) he gave BaUintvbber; to 
Hugh (the second) he gave Clonalis; to Charles 
(the third) he gave Belanagare; and to Bryan 
(the fourth) he gave Beagh and Cloonycamey.^* 
And he required to be informed "who Bryan 
O'Connor, the fourth son of Sir Hugh O'Connor, 
was married to ? and evidence of his marriage, 
&c. ? and who were the children ? and when, 
and how, he lost his estates ? and how it was 
proved he had children ?*' On his own part he 
stated that " Owen O'Conor, of Belanagare, be- 
came entitled to the estate (of Clonalis), he 
was the head of Sir Hugh O'Conor Don's de- 
scendants, and in him was vested all the remains 



PREFACE. Y 

of Sir Hugh O'Conor's estates." The perusal of 
the following pages will show how unaccountAbly 
ignorant Mr. Arthur O'Conor was of his family 
and their possessions. But matters could not be 
left in so imsatisfactory a state. There was but 
one course open to meet such insinuations, or to 
deal with so unscrupulous an adversary. The 
case was brought before Sir Bernard Burke, 
Ulster King-of-Arms; and afler a minute exa- 
mination of all the evidence laid before him, and 
after hearing Mr. Arthur O'Conor on the sub- 
ject, Sir Bernard, on the 11th June, 1855, 
granted a certificate, under the seal of his office, 
establishing the legitimate descent of the Bally- 
cahir, Miltown, and Willsbrook families, from 
the ancient 0*Connor family. At that period, no 
question was raised as to the descent of the Be* 
lanagare family, nor was it suspected that the 
pedigree deposited by the late Owen O'Connor 
in the office of the Ulster King-of-Arms was 
erroneous, or unsustainable. Subsequent disco- 
yeries have proved that it is erroneous in nume- 
rous instances, as well as the pedigree published 

b 
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at the request of Mr. Mathew 0'C!onor, in 
CFlaherty's " West Connaaght;' and O'Dono- 
van's ^^ Annals of the Four Masters." It is 
deemed expedient^ under such circumstances, to 
preserve all the evidence that has been disco- 
veredy and place it withm the reach of the wide- 
spread O'Connor fiunilj, in this concise Memoir 
of the O'Conors, Kings of Connaught, and their 
descendants, not in a spirit of unmeaning and 
silly gasconading, little in keeping with the sen- 
timents of this enlightened age, but to do jus- 
tice to all parties concerned. Nothing could be 
wiser or better said than what fell from Bishop 
Warburton, in the House of Lords, on the oc- 
casion of some angry dispute which had arisen 
between a peer of noble &mily and one of a 
new creation — ^* That high birth was a thing 
which he never knew any one disparage, except 
those who had it not ; and he never knew any 
one make a boast of it, who had anything else 
to be proud of."* 

* Bacoii*8 Essaj'S, by Whately — " As to Nobility in Particular 
Persons," (k 116. 
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In this historical and genealogical Memoir of the 
O'Connors, Kings of Connaught, and their de- 
scendants, it is unnecessary to commence at an 
earlier period than the time of Turlogh more 
O'Connor, their common ancestor, who, in the be- 
ginning of the twelfth century, was elected King 
of Siol Murray^ a royal territory in the present 
county of Boscommon, which comprised four- 
teen parishes, exclusive of those belonging to mo- 
nasteries and laymen.* The principal chieftains 
of which were — the O'Connors of Machaire Cofi" 
nachtf an extensive plain lying between the towns 

• 0'Donovan*s " Annals of Ireland," ad. ann. 1106, and "Li- 
ber Regalia Yisitatioma.** 

B 
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of Elphin and Boscommon, in extent from north 
to south ; and the towns of Stokestown and Cas- 
tlerea, in extent from east to west : O'Finaghtj 
of Clann Conway^ which comprised the Castle 
of Dunamon, on the River Suck, and fortj-eight 
townlands in its immediate vicinity : O'Flana- 
gan, of Clann Cahillj which comprised the pa- 
rishes of Kilcorky, Shankill, and Ealmacumsy, 
with parts of the parishes of Creeve and Elphin, 
which formed the territory of 0*Flanagan and 
O'Connor rue,* and Mageraghty, Chief of Muin- 
tir Rodiv. 

Turlogh more O'Connor soon extended the 
too narrow limits of his diminutive kingdom, 
became King of Connaught, subdued Munster 
and Meath, and conferred the sovereignty of the 
latter on O'Melaghlin, from whom he took hos- 
tages. His victorious progress was rapid and 
extensive. It is recorded in the Annals of 
Clonmacnois, " that King Turlogh Mac Rowrie, 

* O'Dono van's "Annals of Ireland," page 97, note \ 
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Monarch of Ireland, a great benefactor of the 
Church, and all spiritual men in general, and, 
in fine, a reliever and cherisher of the poor, died 
(A. D. 1156) at Dunmore, on the calends of 
June, in the sixty-eighth year of his age, and 
the fiftieth of his reign ; after whose death, his 
son. Prince Rowrie, was invested in the govern- 
ment of Connaught, as king of that province, 
until Murrough Mac Neale O'Loughlin ended 
his reign, when Rowrie was promoted to the mo- 
narchic of Ireland." This Murrough Mac Neale 
O'Loughlin, who was descended from the 
O'Neills of Ulster, fell, in the year 1166, in a 
battle with the chieftains of his own territories, 
at Loiter Luin^ in the county of Armagh, where- 
upon Rowrie (i. e. Roderic O'Connor) led a 
numerous army to Dublin, and was formally 
inaugurated Monarch of Ireland. From thence 
he proceeded towards the north, where he was 
received with due respect and submission. He 
deposed Dermod Mac Murchadh, King of Lein- 

ster, and conferred that province on another 

B 2 
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member of his femily, regulated the government 
of Munster, and afterwards held a general con- 
vention of the states at Tara, with unusual mag- 
nificence. It was thus that Roderic O'Connor 
commenced a reign ruinous to the indepen- 
dence» and destructive of the national existence 
of Ireland. Her strength was wasted in mis- 
chievous domestic strife; while a few Welsh 
adventurers were permitted to establish them- 
selves on her coast, and lay the foundation of 
the scarcely-resisted occupation of the country. 
Roderic, after a feeble efibrt to maintain his re- 
gal authority, made his submission to Henry II., 
and agreed by treaty to do homage, and pay 
tribute, for the province of Connaught, the last 
remnant of his kingdom. O'Brien of Thomond, 
worn out in firuitless opposition, followed Ro- 
dericks example ; and both repaired, on the same 
day, to Raymond, the English General, gave 
him their hostages, and took the oaths of fealty. 

Rodericks issue male became extinct at an 
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eaxly period ; one of his daughters, however, 
haying married Hugh de Lacy, Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, left a son, William, ancestor of Pierce 
de Lacy of Limerick, and of the Lynches of Ghd- 
way, amongst the descendants of whom his repre- 
sentatives might, no doubt, be discovered ; but as 
his brothers, Cathal Crovderg (the red-handed) 
and Brian Luighneach (so called from having 
been fostered in Leyny, in the county of Sligo), 
were the ancestors of the O'Connors of Con- 
naught, I shall at once pass to them and their 
descendants, and only notice others as they in- 
cidentally occur in the progress of this concise 
Memoir. 

Cathal Crovderfff who — ^from his ardent desire 
to resist the encroachments of the English, and 
his military renown, became the idol of his 
countrymen — was, by the aid of a powerful fac- 
tion, invested with the regal dignity of Con- 
naught. He led his forces into Munster, laid 
the country waste, razed their castles and for- 
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tresses, and committed great devastation, with- 
out, however, gaining any permanent advantage. 
Such were his proceedings, when Cathal Car- 
rack O'Connor, Roderic's grandson, rose against 
him, expelled him from the throne, established 
himself in authority, and maintained his posi- 
tion with gallantry and success, until the year 
1201, when Cathal Crovderg^ having gained the 
support of William Fitzandelm de Burgh, led 
an army into Connaught, and encamped near 
the Abbey of Boyle, in the county of Koscom- 
mon ; Cathal Carrach^ who was a brave and chi- 
valrous prince, marshalled his provincial troops, 
and valiantly took the field. Both armies re- 
mained encamped near each other for several 
days, without venturing to hazard an engage- 
ment. Skirmishes occasionally ensued, in one 
of which Cathal Carrach O'Connor, who rashly 
took part in the conflict, was slain. This unto- 
ward event terminated the war, and Cathal 
Crovderg again seized the reins of government, 
and usurped the vacant throne. Being thus re- 



KINGS OF CONNAUGHT. 7 

established in authority, and sensible of the 
rapidly increasing power 9f the English, as well 
as of the insecurity of his own possessions in so 
unequal a contest, he wisely resolved on making 
peace, and gaining the support of the English 
government. He accordingly availed himself of 
the favourable opportunity afforded by the arri- 
val of King John in Ireland, attended his court, 
made a formal submission, and, in conformity 
with ancient feudal principles, became his Ma- 
jesty's liegeman and subject. King John, per- 
haps mistrusting the loyalty of so turbulent a 
prince, was desirous of having his son as a hos- 
tage for his fidelity ; but Cathal preferred giving 
him O'Hara, Lord of Leyny, and Dermot, son 
of Mulroony of Moylurg, with others of less im- 
portance, and King John took them with him 
to England. Having thus established himself 
on the throne, Cathal Crovderg enjoyed a tran- 
quil reign for the remainder of his life. He died 
in the year 1224, in the habit of a Grey Friar, 
at the Abbey of Eaiockmoy, in the county of 
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Galway, which he had himself founded,* upon 
which event, his son Hugh O'Connor seized on 
the reins of govemment, without awaiting the 
sanction of any authority, which caused great 
discontent, and eventually led to his own ruin. 
The sons of Eoderic O'Connor (Turlogh and 
Hugh), availing themselves of the discontent 
that prevailed, rose up agidnst him. They were 
favoured by O'Flaherty, Lord of West Con- 
naught, and Mageraghty, and very generally by 
the Connacians, i. e. the Irish of Connaught. 
The English of that province were then under 
a separate government. In the following year, 
O'Neill of Ulster led an army into Connaught, 
professedly to aid the sons of Boderic, but in all 
probability to indulge in the barbarous spirit of 

* It has been erroneously asserted that Cathal Crovdergvraa an 
illegitimate son of Tnrlogh more O'Connor, which, however, was 
not the case ; for it is recorded in the " Annals of the Four Blas- 
ters,** that Dearbhforgaihll daughter of Domhnal, grandson of 
Longhlainn, King of Ireland, wife of Turlogh more O'Connor, 
King of Connaught, and mother of Mdh, Cvthal, and Domhnal, 
died on her pilgrimage at Ardmacha. — 0^ Donovan m Annalt of Ire- 
land, cui ann, 1151. 
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predatory warfare, which so universally pre- 
vailed amongst the Irish chieftains. He laid the 
country waste, took considerable booty, and 
plundered the Island of Loch Nen^ or Loch na 
n'ean (the lake of the birds), in which the 
O'Connors in troubled times concealed their 
treasure, from whence, with other spoil, he car- 
ried off their jewels.* He then proceeded to 
Carnfraechy the place of inauguration of the an- 
cient Kings of Connaught, whose principal pa- 
lace was at Bathcroghan, in its immediate neigh- 
bourhoood, and, as the annalists say, inaugurated 
Turlogh, Boderic's son. King of Connaught.f 
These inaugurations were more anciently im- 



* This Loch Nen lay west of and adjoining the Castle of Ros- 
common. It is now a fertile turlagh, only occasionally flooded in 
the winter season. The island was an artificial one, constracted 
for the parpose of concealing valuable property. Its remains are 
still traceable in connexion with the castle. 

t Camfraech^ now named Cetrnfree, near Tulsk, in the parish 
of OgvUa, in the comity of Roscommon, derives its name from 
Fraeehy son of Fiodhach, who died at Rathcroghan, and was bu- 
ried there. — See the Parish of Oguila, in the sketch fiom the 
Ordnance Survey Map annexed to this Memoir, 
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portant ceremonies, accompanied by certain 
rustic forms, suited to the simple habits and 
customs of a primitive people, such as the deli- 
very of a white rod, and the putting on of a 
shoe, in token of authority and obedience ; but 
in more modem times (as on this occasion) they 
were tumultuous nominations by one faction or 
another, adopted to give the semblance of lega- 
lity to an act of lawless violence.* 

Having thus accomplished what Napoleon III. 
might call his mission, and not deeming it pru- 



* Mr. Hardiman, in his edition of " Roderic 0' Flaherty *8 West 
Connaught/* tells the following curious tale, that "during one 
of the late agrarian disturbances, a deputation of the people 
waited on the late Mr. Matthew 0*Conor, unde of the 0*Conor 
Don, and announced to him that, at a general meeting of the 
barony, it was proposed, and unanimously resolved, that he should 
be proclaimed King of Connaught. Not anticipating any dissent 
on his part from this wise resolve, the deputies respectfully re- 
quested him to appoint a time for the performance of the cere- 
mony on the hill of Carnfree." Mr. Hardiman adds, that Mr. 
O'Conor himself related this circumstance to him ; but, from the 
utter absurdity of the invention, it is manifest Mr. O'Conor never 
intended the story for publication. 
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dent to await the expected interference of the 
English government in support of the son of 
their deceased ally, O'Neill led off his maraud- 
ing troops, leaving the discontented Connacians 
to sustain their hastily-inaugurated sovereign in 
the best manner they could. 

In the mean time Hugh O'Connor, who, fol- 
lowing his father's example, sought the aid of 
the English, was received by them with much 
favour; and Geoffrey de Marisco, then Lord 
Justice of Ireland, espoused his cause. His 
usurpation, however, which, as it superseded the 
elective character of the government, was no tri- 
vial offence, caused great disturbances through- 
out Connaught, and involved its wretched in- 
habitants in all the horrors of a barbarous civil 
war, in which they were indiscriminately plun- 
dered by both parties. 

The annalists give a deplorable account of 
their sufferings and destitution ; they say, " woe- 
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ful was the misfortune which God permitted 
to fall on the best province in Ireland at that 
time ; for the young warriors did not spare each 
other, but preyed and plundered each other to 
the utmost of their power; women and chil- 
dren, the feeble and the lowly poor, perished by 
cold and famine in that war."* Geofirey de 
Marisco, who became the supporter of Hugh, 
accompanied him to the port of the Island oilnia- 
creamha, in Loch Corrib, in the county of Gal way, 
and compelled O'FIaherty, Lord of West Con- 
naught, and one of Hugh's most inveterate ene- 
mies, to surrender his Islands of Iniscreamha and 
OUen na Circe, and to deliver up his boats ; and 
being aware that the Connacians were disaffected 
towards Hugh, lefl him a suitable force for his 
protection. The rapid success of this short cam- 
paign was of little importance to Hugh O'Con- 
nor, whose chief reliance was in the continued 
support of his English allies ; and De Marisco 

* Connellan's " Annalfl of the Four Masters/' ad ann. 1225. 



KINGS OF CONNAUGHT. 13 

returned with his troops, laden with plunder, 
leaving Hugh to maintain his position with very 
inadequate means. His financial resources were 
more than doubtful ; and to conciliate, and gain 
the confidence of the English, he handed over 
O'Flanagan, O'Teige, and other chiefs of Con- 
naught, as hostages, to secure the pay of the 
soldiers engaged in his service, who were after- 
wards obliged to ransom themselves, as the Con- 
nacians expelled Hugh, and established Turlogh 
O'Connor, Boderic's son, on the throne of Con- 
naught. 

Turlogh seemed now firmly seated on the 
throne. He was freely elected, and an acknow- 
ledged favourite of the Connacians; but the 
never-failing disunion of his own family pre- 
vailed over all ordinary assurances ; his brother 
Hugh rose up against him, expelled him from 
the throne, and assumed the reins of govern- 
ment, which he retained until Bichard Mac 
William de Burgh (to whom Henry III. had 
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in this year, 1225, granted the province of Con- 
naught) led an army into Siol Murray, and 
placed Felim O'Connor, son of Cathal Crovderg, 
on the throne. He afterwards ca^iciously re- 
stored Hugh to power ; but Felim mustered his 
forces, and wrested the government from the de- 
scendants of Roderic, which they never after- 
wards recovered. 

The Lords Justices and Viceroys of Ireland 
were not unwilling to promote disunion amongst 
the Irish chieftains, as it suited their own ag- 
gressive policy; hence they were easily pre- 
vailed upon to join one faction for the overthrow 
of another, which lowered the influence, and 
diminished the power of both. Thus, in the 
year 1242, Maurice Fitzgerald, Lord Justice of 
Ireland, led an army into Machaire Connacht, and 
plundered the possessions of Fiachra O'Flynn 
and Donogh Mac Dermot, two influential chief- 
tains. And in the year 1249, the Lord Justice 
assembled a powerful army, composed of the 
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English of Leinster and Meath ; and Mac Mau- 
rice Fitzgerald assembled another army, com- 
posed of the English of Munster and Connaught, 
and after marching through Siol Murray^ and 
plundering the inhabitants, both armies met at 
Elphin, and elected Turlogh O'Connor (son of 
Hugh, son of Cathal Cravderg) King of Con- 
naught.* Felim O'Connor, unable to resist so 
powerful an armj, made his escape across the 
Shannon, and retired into Brefny and the north, f 
and thus avoided a ruinous collision with an over- 
whelming force. In the following year, when 
Turlogh was left to his own resources, Felim 
returned with an army raised in the north, de- 
throned Turlogh, and re-established himself in 

* ConneUatCs ^^ Annals of the Four Masters^'' ad ann. 1249. 

f Ancient Brefny comprised the counties of Cavan and Lei- 
trim, with portions of Meath, and the barony- of Carbery, in the 
connty of Sligo, of which the 0*Hourkes were kings. It was 
afterwards reduced and divided into two principalities, West and 
Eeut Brefoy ; the former consisted of Leitrim, with the barony of 
Tullaghagh, and part of the barony of Tullaghonoho, in the county 
of Cavan, and was named Brefny O'Rourke ; the latter, which 
consisted of the remainder of Cavan, was named Brefny O'Reilly. 
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authority. He then made peace Tvith the Eng- 
lish, and obtained a patent from Henry III., 
granting him the King's five cantreds of land 
free of tribute or rent. Felim founded the mo* 
nasteries of Boscommon and Tumona; and the 
annalists have recorded that ^' Felim O'Connor, 
son of Cathal Crovderg^ the defender and sup- 
porter of his own province, and theexpeller and 
plunderer of his foes, a man full of hospitality, 
prowess, and renown, died in the year 1265, in 
the monastery of the Dominican Friars at Bos- 



common." 



There was a handsome monument erected to 
his memory in the Abbey of Boscommon, on 
which he was represented in a recumbent pos- 
ture, holding a sceptre, with his feet upon a 
lion, with galloglasses sculptured on the &ce of 
the tomb, all in the same attitude, drawing their 
unwieldy swords. No inscription now appears 
upon this ancient monument, which has been 
shamefully defaced ; its remains, however, may 
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still be seen in the picturesque ruins of the old 
abbey. The great popularity of Felim O'Con- 
nor secured the election of his son, Hugh, who 
succeeded him. He committed his regal depre- 
dation (a favourite achievement) in Offaly,* 
where he committed great devastation with per- 
fect impunity, as no permanent forces were then 
maintained to resist such sudden and unex- 
pected invasions. He afterwards marched into 
West Brefny, deposed Art O'Rourke, lord of 
that country, and conferred the lordship on Con- 
nor buidhe (the swarthy) O'Bourke, Art's son. 
Hugh's reign was undistinguished by any me- 
morable event. The annalists say : — 

' 'Hugh, son of Felim, son of Cathal Crovderg O'Con* 
nor, King of Connaught, a prince who laid waste all 
parts of Connaught in possession of both English and 

♦ Thia territory, under the O'Connors, Princes of Offaly, com- 
prised the present baronies of Warrenstown and Coolestown, and 
part of Fhilipstown and Geasfaill, in the King's county, with the 
barony of Tinihinch, in the Queen's county, and those of East 
and West Offaly, in the county of Kildare, which still retain the 
name of the ancient principality. — Connellan's ^^Annah of the 
tour Mautersy^ p. 246, note K 

C 
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Irish enemies, who often defeated the English ; who 
demolished their eonrts and castles, and slew their 
champions and warriors ; who took the hostages of 
Hy-Briuin, and of the race of Hugh Pionn ; a king 
who was most dreaded and victorious ; the most emi- 
nent for hospitality and magnanimity; and who, 
though sometimes a spoiler, was also an improver of 
Ireland, died after the victory of repentance, on a 
Thursday, being the 3rd day of summer (A.D. 1274). 
Owen (son of Koderic, son of Hugh, son of Cathal 
Crovderg) was appointed king in his plEice ; but he 
reigned only three months, when he was slain by one 
of his own kindred, namely, by Eoderic (son of Tur- 
logh, son of Hugh O'Connor) in the Church of the 
Priars, at Eoscommon ; and Hugh (the son of Cathal 
dalH^Q blind), son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovderg) 
was elected King by the Oonnacians ; but his reign 
was not long, being slain in a fortnight after by Mac 
Oiraghty (Tomaltagh) and O'Beime ; and Teige (son 
of Turlogh, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovderg) 
was appointed King over the Connacians."* 

The absence of any hereditary right left the 

* Connellan's " Annals of the Four Masters/' ad ann. 1274. 
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throne within the gradp of the strongest fac- 
tion, and rendered the accession of a new so- 
vereign a period of unavoidable commotion, 
violence, and intrigue. Teige O'Connor was 
himself slain, in the year 1278, by the sons of 
Cathal Mac Dermot; when Hngh, an illegiti- 
mate son of Felim (son of Cathal CrQvderg)^ 
was elected King of Connanght. The election 
of this Hugh O'Connor, in preference to the 
legitimate descendants of Cathal Crovderg^ af- 
fords a striking instance of the utter disregard 
of all family claims in the dioice of a sovereign 
for the province of Connaught. 

In the year 1280, a contention arose between 
King Hugh and the descendants of Murtogh 
Muimhneaeh O'Connor (so named from having 
been fostered in Munster), a son of Turlogh 
more O'Connor, who were from him denomi- 
nated The Clann Murtogh, They slew the king 
in the wood of Dangan, in the county of Gal- 
way ; and at the same time made a prisoner of 

c 2 
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Melaghlin, son of Manus (another son of Tur- 
logh more O'Connor), whom O'Donnell ran- 
somed for 400 cows and 20 horses. On this 
event, Cathal O'Connor, one of the Clann Mur- 
toghf was elected King of the Connacians ; and 
thus the sovereignty of Connaught was again 
taken from the descendants of Cathal Crov- 
derg, and conferred on one of the CUmn Mur- 
toghy a troublesome race, then located in Brefny, 
of whose aggressive and warlike habits the an- 
nals of Ireland afford abundant evidence. In the 
year 1288, Manus O'Connor, brother of King 
Cathal, rose up against him, took him unawares 
at Bellaslishen-bridge, where he was encamped 
with some troops, made him prisoner, and 
usurped the reins of government, which he re- 
tained until 1293, when the annalists say — 

'* Manus, King of Connaught, a valiant warrior, 
the most dreaded, and the most illustrious of the 
Irish for bravery and hospitality in his time, died, 
after three months' illness ; and Hugh O'Connor, 
son of Owen (who had been elected and slain in 
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1274), son of Eodeiic, son of Hugh, son of Cathal 
Crovderg, was appointed to succeed him."* 

He was afterwards deposed by his own tribe, 
who preferred the Clann Murtogh^ and elected 
Cathal, son of Connor ruadJi O'Connor, one of 
them to whom they gave their hostages. Upon 
this sudden and unforeseen defection of his own 
tribe, an army was raised for his defence, with 
which he encamped in Kinel Dofa (a district 
lying around Slieve bann, in the east of the 
county of Roscommon, of which the O'Hanlys 
were chiefs). He had summoned O'Flanagan, 
of Clann CahUlj and Mac Dermot, of Moylurg, 
to join his forces ; and while they were engaged 
in making their preliminary arrangements, Ca- 
thal O'Connor, who had calculated on their 
support, made a revengeful incursion on Moy- 
lurg, and carried off some booty ; whereupon 
MacDermot pursued him,and a skirmish ensued, 
in which Cathal was slain, and his own son, 

. * Coiinellaii*s '^Annals of the Four Masters,*' ad ana. 1293. 



22 THE O'CONNORS, 

Loughlin, taken prisoner, find handed over to 
the tender mercies of King Hugh, by whose 
command his eyes were put out. Thus peace 
was restored, and Hugh resumed his regal func- 
tions without further interruption from the fickle 
Connacians, or his own disaffected tribe. He 
was afterwards slain in East Brefiiy by one of 
the restless Clann Murtogh; and his son, Felim 
O'Connor, was elected as his successor.* 

In the year 1315, Edward Bruce landed in 
Ulster with 6000 well-disciplined soldiers, and 
committed great depredations on the posses- 
sions of the EngUsh, burned their towns, 
and massacred the inhabitants. Bichard, Earl 
of Ulster (who was connected by descent with 
the O'Connors), raised a strong force to pro- 
tect his extensive estates, and Felim O'Connor 
hastened to his assistance with his provincial 



* This Hugh O'Connor was the common ancestor of the 
O'Connors dun and O'Connors rue. He had two sous, Turlogh, 
the ancestor of the former ; and Falim, the ancestor of the latter. 
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troops. In the mean time, Boderic O'Connor 
(son of Cathal, one of the Clann Murtogh\ 
usurped his authority, and seized on the reins 
of government. This obliged Felim to retrace 
his steps, and return to quell the rebellion. The 
Earl, unable to keep the field against his victo- 
rious antagonist, also retreated into Connaught, 
where Sir John Bermingham followed him with 
reinforcements. Felim and Roderic met at To^ 
char mona Cainneadha (the bog-pass of the 
conference), which was so named fix)m a con- 
ference held there between Felim, son of Ca- 
thal Cravderg^ and Mac William de Burgh, in 
12^95, and is situated in the barony of Ballymoe, 
in the county of Galway, where they fought a 
fierce battle, in which Boderic O'Connor, with 
many of the chiefs of Connaught, and of his 
galloglasses, were slain, and thus ended Ro- 
dericks ill-concerted rebellion. Felim, however, 
resolved on deserting his allies, and joining the 
victorious Bruce. O'Brien of Thomond (the 
counties of Limerick and Clare), and other in- 
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flaential chiefs of Munster, followed his exam* 
pie, and the clergy preached up Brace as the 
deliverer of their country. In the mean time 
the English goyemment, aware of Felim's hos- 
tile intentions, sent a strong force to subdue 
him, while he lost no time in preparing to sus- 
tain a cause he enthusiastically adopted. He 
raised a powerful army, and the principal chief- 
tains of Connaught, with Donogh O'Brien, and 
the chiefs of Munster, O'Melaghlin, King of 
Meath, O'Rourke, Lord of Brefiiy, OTarrell, of 
Annaly,* O'Kelly, of Hy-Maine,t and Manus, 
son of Donal, tanist of North Connaught, with 
their respective forces, came to his aid. Both ar- 

* Annaly compriBed Uie oonnty of Longford, the territory of 
the O'FarrellB ; their chief reddenoe was at Longford, anciently 
named Longphart ni Fbearghail (the fortress of OTarrell). It 
was divided into Upper and Lower Annaly. The former lay 
south of Granard, comprised part of Westmeath, and was pos- 
sessed by O'FarreU buidhe (the swarthy) ; (he latter lay north of 
Granard, and was possessed by O'Farrel] bann (the fair) — Can- 
nenanCa ^^ Annals of the Four I^aiterSf" p. 9, note '. 

t Hy-Maine was an extensive territory, comprising a great part 
of South Connaught, in the present county of Galway, and was 
afterwards extended beyond the River Suck to the Shannon, in 
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inies met on the 16th August, 1316, at Athenry, 
in the county of Galway, where they fought a 
sanguinary and fatal battle, in which the Irish 
were defeated, with a loss, it is said, of 10,000 
men, with numerous chiefs of Connaught, Mun- 
ster, Meath, and Brefny; and the chivalrous 
Felim was amongst the slain. The Connacians, 
though unable to rally their forces after so sig- 
nal a defeat, hastily elected Koderic na bhfeadh 
(of the woods), Felim's uncle, King of Con- 
naught.* They, however, in the following year, 
chose Turlogli O'Connor, Felim's brother, king, 
in his stead. 

The annalists have recorded that a great 
army was then raised by Mac Dermot of Moy- 
lurg, Turlogh O'Connor (King of Connaught), 



the county of Roscommon. It comprehended the baronies of Bal- 
lymoe, Tyaqain, Killian, and Kilconnell, with part of Glonmae- 
noon, in the county of Galway, and the barony of Athlone, in the 
county of Roscommon. The O'Kellys were styled Princes of 
Hy-Maine. — Idtm^ page 127, note '^ 

* Connellan's ** Annals of the Four Masters," ad ann. 1316. 
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O Rourke of Brefnj, O'Kellj of Hy-Maine, and 
Tomaltagh MacDonagh of Tirerrill (now Tir- 
aghrill, a barony in the county of Sligo, adjoin- 
ing the barony of Boyle, in the county of Ros- 
common), with which they marched to Fossa 
coille (a woody district in the barony of Car- 
bury, in the county of Sligo) against Cathal 
O'Connor (son of Donal, from whose brother, 
Murtogh, Sir Calbhach (i. e. Sir Charles) O'Con- 
nor, Sligo, was descended), who, though en- 
camped in a secure position, besought them to 
depart in peace, at the same time tendering 
valuable presents as peace-offerings to his un- 
expected assailants, which they, however, dis- 
dainfully rejected, when a sanguinary engage- 
ment ensued, in which Bryan, son of Turlogh 
O'Connor, Connor O'Kelly of Hy-Maine, Bryan 
Mac Manus, Cathal, son of Gilcreest Mac Der- 
mot, and others of less note, were slain by Ca- 
thal O'Connor and his people, who made a 
valiant and successful defence. Cathal O'Con- 
nor then collected his forces, and, as the anna- 



KINGS OF CONNAUGHT. 27 

lists say, marched them against Mac Dermot 
and " The O'Connor," committed great depre- 
dations in Moylurg, deposed Turlogh O'Connor, 
and assumed the sovereignty of Connaught, 
which he maintained against both his English 
and Irish opponents, until the year 1324, when 
he was slain by Turlogh (the deposed king), 
who was then reinstated in authority; but in the 
year 1342, all the Sil Murray (i- e. the O'Con- 
nors of Machmre Connacht, who were so named) 
rose up against him, and banished him from his 
possessions; when Hugh, son of Hugh Breaf- 
neach O'Connor, one of the restless CUmn Mur^ 
toghy was elected in his place by Mac William 
de Burgh* and the Connacians. On this occa- 
sion the tanistship was conferred upon Hugh, 
son of Felim O'Connor. The Clann Murtogh^ 
who theretofore were located in Brefey, were, in 
the year 1343, expelled from thence by ORourke, 
Turlogh O'Connor, and Mac Rannall, and went 

« The leader of this clann was styled '^ The Mac William/' 
from his descent from William Fitzandelm de Burgh. 
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into the county of Donegal, where O'Donnell 
received them with much favour^ and made them 
a grant of the barony of Tirhugh, in that county. 
They were probably serviceable to him in his 
wars, as fighting seems to have been their ordi- 
nary vocation ; for wherever it was going on, 
whether in the bogs of Mayo, the mountains of 
Sligo, or the plains of Roscommon, the Clann 
Murtogh O'Connors had their share in the fight, 
and their portion of the spoil. Turlogh O'Con- 
nor, the deposed King of Connaught, was killed 
at Fedara^ in Brefny, where he went to assist 
Mac Rannall again9t his inveterate enemies the 
Clann Murtogh^ with whom Mac Rannall was 
then at war^ whereupon Hugh, Turlogh's son, 
was elected king by Im own party ; but Hugh, 
son of Hugh Brefneach, continued in power un- 
til slain by Hugh O'Rourke, when the O'Han- 
lys, Mac Brannans, and O'Monahans, elected 
Hugh, son of Felim, King of the Irish of Con- 
naught. However, as Hugh, son of Turlogh, 
obtained the government, they gave him their 
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hostages ; and the claims of Hugh, son of Felim, 
were postponed until his death, which occurred 
in the year 1356, when Hugh, son of Felim, 
was elected, and continued in power until the 
year 1368, when Roderic O'Connor, son of Tur- 
logh, was elected King of Connaught.* 

At this period the Castle of Ballintubber be- 
longed to the descendants of Turlogh O'Connor 
(ancestor of the O'Connors dvn)^ and the Castle 
of Roscommon to the descendants of Felim 
O'Connor (ancestor of the O'Connors rue) ; for 
it is recorded by the annalistst that the Castle 
of Roscommon was given to Roderic O'Connor, 
and the Castle of Ballintubber, wiHi other con- 
sidercUions^ to Turlogh O'Connor, grandson of 
Felim O'Connor, in lieu tliereof. This Roderic 
O'Connor fought a sanguinary battle with Mac 
William de Burgh and Malachy O'Kelly, lord of 
Hy-Maine in 1377, at Roscommon, in which 

* Coiinellan*8 ** Annals of the Four Masters," ad ann. 1368. 
I Ad. ann. 1875. 
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Richard, brother of Mac William de Burgh ; 
Donal, son of Cathal oge O'Connor; Teige oge, 
son of Teige O^KeUy; O'Mannin, and Mac 
Dugal of the gaUoglasses, with many others, 
were slain. He also made an incursion on M07- 
lurg, where he committed great devastation, and 
many were slidn on both sides. The O'Con- 
nors were at this period engaged in bitter strife 
and dissension. Roderic unscrupulously plun- 
dered the grandsons of Felim O'Connor: he 
even deprived them of their Castle of Ballin- 
tubber, for which he had received the more im- 
portant Castle of Boscommon, and restored it to 
bis own family, who retained it from thence to 
the seventeenth century. On the other hand, 
Bryan ballagh (the freckled) O'Connor, one of 
the grandsons of Felim O'Connor, took Cathal 
O'Connor, son of Roderic, prisoner, together 
with O'Beime and O'Hanly (at Beol an Tch 
chair J in the county of Roscommon), and kept 
them in confinement until he obtained his own 
terms for their ransom from " O'Connor," when 
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peace was concluded. The annalists have re- 
corded that — 

" Eoderic, son of Tnrlogh O'Connor, King of Con- 
naught, died of the plague on the eve of St. Ca- 
therine's festival (A. D. 1384), having reigned King 
of Connaught sixteen years and three months, as 
stated in the poem, £^m Riograidhe (the Catalogue of 
Kings) — 

*' For three months and sixteen years 
The Royal Roderic held the rule 
At Croghan, in honour free from contest, 
The son of Turlogh fierce in conflict" 

The annalists say, after the death of Soderic 
O'Connor — 

" Two lords were elected in Connaught, viz., Tur- 
Iggh oge, son of Hugh, son of Turlogh, was appointed 
to the government hy O'Kelly, Clann Rieka/rd (the 
Clann Bickard were the descendants of Eickard more 
de Burgh, son of William Fitzandehn de Burgh), Do- 
nal, son of Murtagh O'Connor, and also by the Mac 
Donaghs. And Turlogh nutdh, son of Hugh, son of 
Felim, son of Hugh, son of Owen, was appointed to 
the government in like manner by Mac Dermot, the 
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Claim Murtogli muimhneaeh (O'Connors), and by the 
other chiefs of Siol Murray, in consequence of which 
a war broke out all over Connaught."* 

Professor Connellan, a distinguished Celtic 
scholar, the first translator of the <^ Annals of 
the Four Masters," in his interesting and able 
work on the Irish Bards, mentions, in reference 
to the cognomen caech, applied to the King of 
Leinster, that " the Kings of Brefny and Oir- 
giall were named dubh (black, or dark), and 
fionn (fair), from the colour of their hair." And 
he adds, ^^ that all the higher families that sepa- 

* CoDnellan*B ^'Annalfl of the Four Masters,** ad ann. 1884. 
These territorial lords were analogous to our landlords, and not to 
our nobility, and bore no title whatever; and they became, as 
might be expected, inveterate enemies, and the leaders of hostile 
factions. However, as they bore the same name ( Turlogh 0' Con* 
nor)^ they were distinguished from each other by the cognomens 
or nicknames, pUGt) (ruadh), red^ and bonn (donn), dmm, or 
browH'Colouredf taken from the colour of their hair, which was 
then very usual in Irish and Scottish families (" Illustrations, His- 
torical and Genealogical, of King James's Irish Army List," by 
John D'Alton, Esq., voL i., p. 189). In every grade of chief- 
tainship, each was denominated lord over his dependants, i. e. 
those from whom he exacted tribute or military semce in his 
wars, or faction fights. 
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rated into two or more branches, had their dis- 
tinguishing branch names, and their chiefs bore 
them as part of their titles. Thus, in the royal 
family of the O'Connors, Kings of Connaught, 
which separated into two branches in the four- 
teenth century, the chiefs were styled O'Connor 
donn (or the brown-haired), and O'Connor ruadh 
(or the red-haired). The Mac Carthys, Princes 
of Desmond, were also separated into two great 
clanna^ the chiefs of whom were styled McCar- 
thy mor and McCarthy riabhach"* Thus all 
the descendants of Turlogh O'Connor dun were 
indiscriminately styled " The O'Connors dun^*' 
and the descendants of Turlogh O'Connor ruadh 
were in like manner styled '*The O'Connors 
rue;* and the elected chieftains, "The O'Con- 
nor dttn," and the O'Connor rue.f Dr. O'Do- 
novan, in his translation of the "Annals of the 

* Imtheacht na Tromdhaimhe, *^ Transactions of the Ossianie 
Society," voL v., p. 113, note *. 

t These Irish words, donn and ruadk, are rendered in O'Brien's 
Irish Dictionary as signifying dun, or brown tolour, and reddish- 
colour, and the word don, as signifying mischief. 

D 
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Four Masters/' in which he gives the Irish 
text, translates ^^Donnchadh donn^* Donnchadh, 
thebrovm-haired;* and jet he translates '^O'Con- 
chobhair do««," 0* Conor Don^ thereby pervert- 
ing the plain meaning of the text he undertook 
to translate, to gratify the <^ worthy fiiend" un- 
der whose guidance he gives so erroneous an 
account of the O'Connors of Ballintubber, with- 
out disclosing his authority. . 

In the year 1406, Turlogh O'Connor dma was 
slain by Cathal O'Connor dubh (the black- 
haired), son of Turlogh O'Connor ruadh (the 
red-haired) ; and, after his death, Cathal O'Con- 
nor (a cousin of his) was conveyed to Camfiree, 
by Bryan O'Connor (of Sligo) and the clann 
Mac Donogh (of Sligo), and elected in his 
place. In the following year, Bryan O'Connor 
entered Machavre Connacht^ and demolished the 
Castle of Tulsk, which belonged to a branch of 

* Ad aim. 919, note <. 
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the O'Connors rue; and in the year 1410, the 
sons of O'Connor dun carried off oonsiderable 
booty from the people of O'Connor rue. In 
1426, O'Connor rue died; and in 1434, O'Eelly 
of Hy«Mainey Mac Dermot of Moylurg, and 
Teige O'Connor, son of Tnrlogli O'Connor rue, 
made an attack on Ballintnbber, where they and 
the people of the town fought a battle, in which, 
the annalists say, ^*many persons were killed 
and wounded both inside and outside of the 
town."* Thus the O'Connors continued their 
predatory warfare from generation to generation. 
In the year 1439» Cathal O^Connor died, where- 
upon new disturbances arose ; Teige O'Connor 
rtte was nominated "The O'Connor" by his 
party; and Hugh, son of Turlogh O'Connor 
dimy was nominated " The O'Connor" by Bryan 
O'Connor (of Sligo) and the Mac Donoghs 
of SBgo.t 

* CoxmeUan^s *^ Axmals of the Four Masters,** ad ann. 1426 and 
1434. 
t Idem ad ann. 1439. 

d2 



36 THE o'cONKORSy 

In the year 1461, Felim Fionn (the fair) 
O'Connor, a grandson of Turlogh O'Connor rue, 
was taken prisoner by his own kinsmen, the sons 
of Bryan ballagh (the freckled) O'Connor, and 
Roderic O'Connor, son of O'Connor dun, and 
great commotion ensued in Siol Murray* Mac 
William de Burgh (i. e. Edward, brother of 
Richard Mac William, Lord of the English of 
Connaught, then styled " the Mac William") 
and his kinsmen led an army into Machaire 
Connacht to release Felim Fionn from the son 
of Bryan ballagh^ and they gave him his own 
demand, and the chieftains of Connaught as 
guarantees for the payment. When Felim 
Fionn was set at liberty, he took them with 
him to Camfree^ where he was inaugurated; 
and* Mac Dermot put on his shoe, in token 
of obedience. In the year 1468, he plun- 
dered O'Connor, the descendant of Turlogh 
O'Connor dwn, and carried off the booty to Moy- 
lurg, the district of the Mac Dermots, his allies, 
who usually accompanied him in his maraud- 
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ing incursions ; and in the same year he and 
Mac Dermot committed, as the annalists say, 
** excessive depredations at Ballintubber ;" but 
" O'Connor," with his tribes, pursued and over- 
took him at Scormore^ in the parish of KUma- 
eumsy, in Clann Cahilly* where Felim Fionn and 
Mac Dermot were reinforced by the sons of Der- 
mot, son of Roderic Mac Dermot, and the sons of 
Cormac oge Mac Dermot, who were encamped 
at Beala CoUle (i. e. at Belanagare), when they 
valiantly and victoriously turned on their pur- 
suers, defeated and dispersed them, and carried 
off the spoil.f 

The precise local position of Beala CoiUe is 
satisfactorily fixed at Belanagare, by the topo- 
grapHcal information collected in the progress 
of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, on which 
(amongst others) John O'Donovan (who has 

* See the map, taken from the Ordnance Sarvej of the county 
of Roscommon, annexed to this Memoir. 

t Connellan*s " Annals of the Four Masters," ad ann. 1468. 
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since obtained an honorarjr degree of Doctor of 
Law from Trinity College, Dublin, and the pro- 
fessorship of the Celtic Languages in the Queen's 
College, at Belfast), now Dr. O'Donovan, was 
employed. In a note of his, appended to the 
foregoing passage, he states — 

'' Beala Codle (i e. the road, or pass, in the wood), 
now BaUaghculUa^ is a townland in the parish oiKU- 
eorketf, and barony of Castlerea, in the county of Ros- 
common ;. bounded on the south by the townland of 
Belanagare,^ 

And adds — 

'' Traces of the ancient heala (or rocul), from 
whence the townland derives its name, were pointed 
out to him, by old Cormac Brennan, who had been 
steward to the late (Owen) (y Conor BonJ^* 

In the year 1474, on the death of Felim 
geangach OConnor, a son of Turlogh O'Connor 
durii two lords were again appointed over Siol 

* 0'D,onoTan*8 ^'Ajuudsof the Fow Hasten," ad ann. 1468, 
noto^. 
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Murray^ namely, Donogh dubhshuileacfi (the 
dark-eyed) O'Connor, unole of Felim Fionriy 
and Teige O'Connor (one of the O'Connors dun). 
The annalists say that, in 1487, the sons of 
Felim Honn (Hugh, Connor, and Turlogh) 
plundered and burned Ballintubber; and that a 
portion of the territory of Clann Cahilly which 
had been in the possession of the Clann MaoU 
ruain^ was given to Felim Fionn, Dr. O'Dono- 
van also states that — 

" O'Connor rue, in the fourteenth century, crippled 
the power and circumscribed the territory of OTlana- 
gan so, that his territory was found to be very insig- 
nificant in the reign of Elizabeth."* 

In the year 1488, the annalists say, — 

" Bonagh dubhshuileaeh (the dark-eyed) O'Connor, 
i. e. O'Connor riM, died at an advanced age, after a 
well-spent life ; and Felim Fionn O'Connor was inau- 
gurated his successor by O'Donnell, Mac William, 

* O^Donovan's " Annals of the Four Masters,** ad ann. 1487 
and 1289, note •. 
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and Mac Dennot, i e. Coxmor, as firmly as any lord 
who had been appointed for a long time before ; and 
his shoe (of inauguration) was put on him by Mac 
Bermot."* 

In the following year, as the annalists have 
recorded, — 

" O'Connor rm (L e. Felim Fionn) marched an army 
to Ballytober Bride (i. e. Ballintubber of St. Bridget), 
and demolished the bawn of the town ; and thereupon, 
the chieftains of the race of Teige oge, namely, 
O'Flynn, Mao Kehemy, and O'Mulbrenan, came in- 
to his house, and gave hostages." 

And 

" O'Connor (i. e. Hugh O'Connor, of Ballintubber) 
led an army to Bel Cotlle, and cut down the road, 
and obtained hostages from the inhabitants of Air- 
teach."! 

Charles O'Connor of Belanagare, (son of Denis 

* ConneQan*8 " Annals of the Four Masters/* ad ann. 1488, 
and "Tribes and Customs of Hy Fiao'ach," p. 451. 

t O'Donovan's "Annals of the Four Masters," ad ann. 1489. 
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O'Connor, of Killintrany, in the county of Sli- 
go), appended the following memorandum to the 
foregoing passage in the autograph of the Four 
Masters, preserved in the Royal Irish Academy, 
Dublin, — ''Bel Coille mo dhunarus !na bhfuilim 
ag leigheadh an leabhair so anocht, Nou. 13, 
MDCCLXXu'' (Bel coille, my habitation, in which 
I am reading this book, this night, the 13th 
Nov. 1775). Charles O'Connor's house, called 
Hermitage, from which he dates many of his 
letters, stands on this townland ; and, according 
to tradition, is the boundary between the terri- 
tories of Airteach and Clann Cahill.* This is a 
significant and important record of the latter 
end of the fc urtoonth century, in relation to the 
then local position of O'Connor rue, in the pa- 
rish of KUcorkeyy at the northern extremity of 
the barony of Ballintubber, and of O'Connor 
dun, at the southern extremity of the same ba- 
rony.f 

• Idem, note y. 

t See Map, taken from the Ordnance Surrey of the Co. Boa- 
common, annexed to this Memoir. 
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Dr. O'Donovan's notes, and Charles O'Con- 
nor's memorandam, demonstrate that Bel Coille, 
now Ballaghcullia, was part of the Belanagare 
estate, which, at that period, formed part of the 
extensive possessions of Felim Fiann O'Connor 
rucj against whom Hagh of Ballintubber made 
his retaliatory and revengeful incursion, as re- 
corded hj the Four Masters. 

The pass in the wood was, no doubt, a place of 
considerable importance to a marauder of Felim 
Fionn^B predatory habits. The annalists have 
recorded that — 

" O'Connor rtte, L e. Felim Fionn, the son of Teige, 
son of Turlogh O'Connor ruBy a brave aad warlike 
man, who spread terror in every country about him, and 
a man whom the Siol Murray expected would unite 
all Comiaught, died on Easter Monday, in the house 
of MacGeraghty, and was interred in the tomb of his 
ancestors, at Eoscommon; and that Boderic, son of 
Felim O'Connor (of Connaught), an O'Connor rue, 
was inaugurated as the successor of Felim Fionn^ 
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They also say, that, — 

"Roderic, i.e. O'Connor rue^ son of Felim O'Con- 
nor, an aB^ble man in peace, and a valiant man in 

war, died in 1492, after a long and well-spent life, 
and was interred at Tnlsk"* 

It appears that the next person who assumed 
the appellation of " O'Connor rui* (the mum- 
mery of a Camfree inauguration being no longer 
maintained) was Hugh, son of Felim JFHonn 
O'Connor; for the annalists say that O'Connor 
rue^ i. e. Hugh, son of Felim Fionn^ with several 
of the chiefs of Connaught, joined the Lord Jus- 
tice, Gerald, son of Thomas, Earl of Kildare, 
who marched a powerful army against Mac 
William of Clannrickard, and fought the cele- 
brated and sanguinary battle of Knock Tuagh^ 
in the county of Gal way, in which he completely 
defeated Mac William's army, and brought his 



* Gonnellan'A " Annals of the Four Masters,** ad ann. 1490 
and 1492. 
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two sons and his daughters as prisoners to Gal- 



way.* 



This Hugh O'Connor rue was succeeded by 
Owen O'Connor rue (another son of Felim 
Fionn)y who died in the year 1519,t and was 
succeeded by Teige buidhe (the swarthy) 
O'Connor rue, who died in 1534, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Turlgh O'Connor rue, who 
was nominated the O'Connor.^ 

In the year 1542, Mac William of Clanrick- 
ard, Ulic na g cean (Ulic of the heads), and 
Mac William de Burgh, led an army into Clann 
CahiU, the territory of O'Flanagan and O'Con- 
nor rue (consisting of the parishes of Kilcorkey, 

* ConneUan's "Annals of the Four Masters," ad ann. 1504. 

t Idem, ad ann. 1519. 

X Idem, ad ann. 1534. Teighe buidhe O'Connor rue was the 
son of Cathal rue O'Connor, who died in 1488, son of Roderic, 
son of Bryan hallagh (the freckled) son of Hugh, son of Tarlogh 
O'Connor, the first O'Connor rue, Tarlogh O'Connor rue^ here 
named the O'Connor, was lineally descended from the first O'Con- 
nor rue. 
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Sbankill, and Kilmacumsy, and parts of the pa- 
rishes of Creeve and Elphin*), and took the 
town of O'Flanagan, at Bel-aiha- Uachtair (Bal- 
lyoughter), a townland in the parish of Shankill, 
in Clann CahiU. 

In the year 1585, an Irish parliament was as- 
sembled at Dublin, and a proclamation issued, 
commanding the Irish chieftains to attend. The 
annalists say — 

"Thither went the Sil Murray, with their de- 
pendants, namely, the son of O'Connor dun, i. e. 
Hugh, son of Dennot, son of Carbry, son of Owen, 
Caechy son of Felim geangach (the crooked) ; — 
O'Connor rue, i. e. Teige oge, son of Teige huidhe, 

son of Cathal rue ; O'Connor, Sligo, i. e. Donal, 

son of Teige, son of Cathal oge, son of Donal, son of 
Owen, son of Donal, son of MurtogL"t 

♦ See map, taken from the Ordnance Survey of the county of 
Roscommon, annexed to this Memoir. 

t Connellan's "Annals of the Four Masters," ad ann. 158d. 
This Mnrtogh was the son of Donal, son of Teige, son of Brian, 
son of Andrew, son of Bryan Luighneach, son of Turlogh more. 
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This Parliament was prorogued on the 29th 
of May, 1585 ; and on the 15th of July follow- 
ing, Sir John Perrot, Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
issued a commission, directed to Sir Bichard 
Bingham, Governor of Connaught, and others, 
on wluch they made the following proposal, 
** that Uie chieftains of countries, gentlemen and 
freeholders of the province of Connaught, should 
grant unto the Queen, her hars and successors, 
ten shillings English, or a mark Irish, upon 
every quarter of land containing 120 acres, that 
bears horn or crop, in lieu of other cess (save as 
therein excepted)/' 

On this proposal, inquisitions were taken, pre- 
paratory to making such compositions; and, 
amongst others, an inquisition was taken at Ros- 
common on the 2nd^ of October, 1585, before 
Sir Bichard Bingham and Sir Nicholas White, 

O'Oonnor, the already-named common anceator of all the O'Con- 
nora, Kinga of Connaught, aince the year A. D. 1106. Idem, 
•d aon. 1807 and 1829. 



KINGS OF CONNAUGHT. 47 

in relation to the estates of Mac Dennot, of 
Moylurg, and the O'Connors me and dun; on 
which a jury of sixteen was empanelled, and 
amongst whom we find Otoen (/Connor^ of Be- 
lanagarey Esq.^ was sworn, and serred as juror 
on the said inquisition. By an Indenture of 
Composition, bearing date the 3rd day of Octo* 
ber, 1585, in the 29th year of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, made between Sir John Fer- 
ret, Knight, Lord Deputy-General of Ireland, 
for and on behalf ^he Queen's most excellent 
Majesty, on the one party and the Lords, Chief- 
tains, Gentlemen, Freeholders, and bhabitants 
of- the countries, rectories, and territories of 
Moylurg, alias the Mac Dermot's country, and 
O'Connor rue's country, and 0*Connor dun's 
country, therein named; amongst whom are 
enumerated the Bev. Father in God William, 
Archbishop of Tuam; John, Bishop of Elphin; 
Hugh O'Connor, of Ballintubber, otherwise 
called O'Coimor dime^ chief of his name ; Bryan 
Mac Dermot, of Carrick (i. e. the rock), chief 
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of his name; Cabill oge Mac Mulroony, of 



Eden; Cahill Mac Toole, ^0&8tlerea;^-Teige 
O'Flynn, of Slieve O'Flynn, chief of his name ; 
and Bryan OTlanagan, of Ballyoughter, chief 
of his name. On the other part — They, the 
chieftains, gentlemen, freeholders, and inha- 
bitants of the said countries, rectories, and ter- 
ritories, for themselves, their heirs, and assigns, 
granted to the said Sir John Perrot, Lord De- 
puty of Ireland, and his heirs, to the use of her 
Majesty the Queen, and her heirs and succes- 
sors for ever, one yearly rent-charge of ten shil- 
lings per quarter out of the said lands. And 
it was, amongst other things, concluded and 
agreed that the names, styles, and titles of 
chieftainship theretofore used by the said chief- 
tains and gentlemen, together with all elections 
and customary divisions of land, occasioning 
great strife and contention, should be utterly 
abolished within the said Mac Dermot's, O'Con- 
nor rue's, and O'Connor dune's countries, for 
ever ; but that their lands should lineally de- 
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scend from father to son, according to the course 
and order of the laws of England. 

Sir Donal O'Connor, Sligo, and the chieftains 
of his country, executed a similar deed of compo- 
sition, dated 23rd September, 1585, in which 
he is styled " Sir Donyll O'Connor, of Sligo, 
Knight," to which he subscribed his name as 
" Sir Donell O'Connor, Slegoe."* 

It is manifest, from the foregoing narrative, 
that the sovereignty of Connaught was elective^ 
and never claimed in right of inheritance. Nor 
was it retained in any one branch of the O'Con- 
nor family. The sons of Roderic, the descen- 
dants of Cathal Crovderoy and Bryan Luighneach; 
the Clann Murtogh ; and even the illegitimate 
son of Felim, son of Cathal Crovderg^ had each 
their share in the regal sway of Connaught. 

It was in later times the treacherous policy 

* Hardiman's " West Connaught/' p, 346. 

E 
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of England, and the baneful effect of the penal 
laws against Roman Catholics, to efface all traces 
of descent from those whose estates were unjustly 
confiscated. The Irish Boman Catholics, and 
their persecuted clergy, were reduced to the de- 
grading condition of an extra-parochial people 
in their own native land, living by sufferance, 
and even praying by stealth. No registries of 
births or marriages could be kept, under such 
circumstances ; and the ordinary legal proofs of 
descent were nowhere to be found. Some fa- 
milies, however, retained traditional accounts of 
their ancestors, corroborated by evidence suffi- 
ciently satisfactory for their purposes. Circum- 
stantial evidence — being admissible even in cri- 
minal cases, involving the highest penalties of 
the law — may well be received in questions of 
descent, where it forms the best evidence that 
can be produced, and that the nature of the case 
affords. 

An effort was made some years since to bring 
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down the pedigrees of certain ancient families 
from the sixteenth century to their existing re- 
presentatives, for literary purposes, to make ca- 
pital for modern genealogists, which resulted 
in the publication of erroneous pedigrees ; and 
amongst others, of one, of the O'Connors of Bal- 
lintubber ; it is, therefore, incumbent on me to 
notice the course pursued, and the cause of its 
failure. It has been already mentioned that 
persons were employed on the Ordnance Survey 
of Ireland, to ascertain the names of townlands, 
with which such of the old inhabitants as were 
acquainted with the Irish language were alone 
&miliar, and that John O'Donovan (now Dr. 
O'Donovan) was so employed. An office was 
established in Dublin, with which these persons 
were in constant communication; and George 
Petrie (now Dr. Petrie), an eminent artist, took 
charge of the office, and directed their proceed- 
ings. It appears to have occurred to him that 
historical and genealogical information, for a se- 
ries of speculative and profitable publications, 

E 2 
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might be collected in the progress of the Ord* 
nance Survey; and his letters to John O'Dono* 
van afford the best explanation of his views, and 
the course he adopted. In one of them, dated 
19th July, 1837, he gives him the following in- 
structions : — 

" I have thought it prudent to have my copy of the 
O'Kelly genealogy translated for you, as, though the 
O'Kellys are more connected with Galway than Ros- 
common, it will be usefal to the historical eolleetiou 
for the latter, and particularly for the district where 
you now are. It wiU show you in what way Mr. 
D. H. Kelly claims the title of the chief of the name, 
a claim which is not generally allowed him. On the 
contrary, Mr. Festus O'Kelly, of Ticooly (a Count of 
the Boman empire), is the generally acknowledged 
representative. He is O'Kelly of Gallagh; Denis H. 
O'Kelly is O'Kelly of Serine ; you will find both lines 
in the pedigree, and you can ^(7«t7y complete them/'* 

* Professor Connellan, in his work (alreadj quoted) on " the 
Bards of Ireland," states ^' that the Mac Egans of Ba]lymac^;an 
were chief Brehons of the O'Eellys, Princes of Hy-Maine, in the 
connties of Galiray and Rosconunon, which princely family it now 
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In another letter, dated July 7, 1837, he 
writes as follows :— 

" My deab John, — I have the pleasure of sending 
you a note of introduction to Mr. Mat 0' Conor (of 
Mt. Druid), the head of his race, according to the 
Brehon law, and whose acquaintance I was so fortu- 
nate as to make lately. I have no doubt but that you 
will find him as willing as he is able to give you aid 
in yowr researches ; for be is in every respect a fit re- 
presentative of the house of 0' Conor. 

" Yours sincerely, 

"Geoege PEXaiE.** 

It appears from a letter written by John O'Do- 
novan to George Petrie, dated I4th July, 1837, 
that he availed himself of the foregoing intro- 
duction, for in this letter he states, — 

"Yesterday, Mr. Mat O'Conor and four of his fa- 
mily accompanied me to Eathcroghan, the royal pa- 
lace of Connaught. "We examined every feature of 

represented by Denis H. Kelly, of Casdekellj, Esq., an eminent 
Celtic scholar,** Introduction, p. zxvi. 
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the land with great enthustasm and interest: Mr. Ar- 
thur O'Connor tells a story, which I can hardly be- 
lieve, that a negro was one day passing through Be- 
lanagare, and that the people, taking him for the 
Devil, followed him with pitchforks to kill him. 
They might have done so three hundred years ago, 
but scarcely now !"* 

Dr. O'Donovan wrote several Pedigrees of 
families in the county of Koscommon, while en 
route on the Ordnance Survey, and we find 
amongst them a very significant one for (/Conor 
Don : it is given by him in the following form: — 

1. Denis 0' Conor Don, M. P. 

2. Owen 0' Conor Don. 

3. Denis O'Conor of Belanagare. 

4. Charles O'Conor, the Venerable. 

* This Mr. Mat O'Conor was the gentleman upon whose au- 
thority Mr. Weld, in his statistical survey of the county of Ros- 
common, and Mr. Hardiman, in ^'Cflaherty'sWest Connaught/' 
and O'Donovan, in his " Annals of the Four Masters," published 
their erroneous pedigrees of the O'Connor family, representing that 
the 0^ Conors of Belanagare and ML Druid were the only remains 
of the O'Connors of Ballintubber, 
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5. Donagli Liath 

[Denu 0^ Connor^ of KUliwtrany.'] 

Supply from 

Common-place 

Book. 

Hugh. 

[Sir Hagh of BalUntubber.] 

Dennot. 
Carbry. 
Owen Caeeh, 
Eelim Qeangach, 
&c.; &c. 

In this sketch, Dr. O'Donovan discloses his 
view of Mr. Mat O'Conor's defective pedigree. 
He traces the Belanagare family from Denis 
O'Conor, M. P., to Denis O'Connor, of Killing 
trant/f but no farther — the chain snaps there. 
He then takes a long step to Sir Hugh O'Con- 
nor, and gives his pedigree from the one pre- 
served in the Royal Irish Academy, which, like 
the O'Kellys*, was, no doubt, furnished to him, 
to be easily completed en passant in the county 
of Roscommon ; but he leaves the misconceived 
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connexion between the Belanagare and the Bal- 
lintubber families, to be supplied from the Com- 
man-place Book. It is thus that the Ordnance 
Survey pedigrees were compiled. Ant/ pedigree 
was better than none; the rambling statements of 
talkative old women, or travelling tinkers, or 
the misrepresentations of such pedigree-manu- 
facturers as got a hint of his genealogical re- 
searches, were sufficiently authentic for the 
^^ historical collectiona" intended to overthrow- 
all that is known of the antiquities of Ireland, 
and to substitute new theories, on the slender 
support of ambiguous Irish manuscripts and mo- 
dem invention. As for poor' Dr. O'Conor, his 
affectionate brother Mr. Mat O'Conor and the 
learned Dr. O'Donovan unhesitatingly accuse 
hind of ignorance and fabrication in his valuable 
writings. He had done too much for the anti^ 
quities of Ireland, to be allowed any reputation. 
John O'Donovan, in one of his letters, dated 
Elphin, 31 St July, 1837, says— 

" Dr. O'Conor calls Mageoghegan's History of Ire- 
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land a work below mediocrity ; Mr. Moore will also 
sprinkle his history with innumerable petty blun* 
ders in topography and history, as he will swallow 
all Dr. O'Oonor's mntramlations and wilful fahriea" 

In another letter of his, dated 6th December, 
1839, after commenting on a passage in the 
^^ Annals" under the year 898, as mistranslated 
by Dr. O'Conor, which seemed to sustain the 
(since received*) opinion that the " Kound Tow- 
ers" were used by fire-worshippers to preserve 
the sacred fire, in which they worshipped God, 
he says — 

''In translating this passage as he has it, Dr. 
O'Conor was obliged to commit the crime of forgery in 
decyphering the MS., and to tell a lie in the transla- 
tion ; an epithet of poor Coscragh was metamor- 
phosed into a fire-worshipper's tower. Is it not ex- 
traordinary to find a learned Doctor come forward in 

* *' Essay on the Ancient History, Beligion, Learning, Arts, 
and Goyemment of Ireland," by John Dalton, Esq., Barrister-at- 
Law, M. B. I A., vol. xvi., p. i. of the '' Transactions of the 
Royal Irish Academy," p. 141-2, &c. 
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the first quarter of the nineteenth century to humbug 
antiquarians with such forgeries as the preceding ;* 
but any paltry shift to support a theory by which 
one makes himself famous or notorious : my only am- 
bition is to be known to posterity as a detester of 
forgers, fabricators, and lia/rs ; and more particularly 



* Whatever faith may be conceded to the mfallibility of this 
learned antiquary, we cannot hesitate to repel with scorn the vile 
imputation thus levelled from the cowardly ambush of a privi- 
leged communication. Dr. 0*Conor was, we may admit, like all 
the antiquarian tribe, an enthusiast, and liable to the illusions of 
theory ; but it is not for a moment to be admitted that he could 
have stooped to the baseness of tampering with written docu- 
ments, or forging evidence to authenticate a lie. Such acts are, 
indeed, not quite without modem precedent. The researches 
conducted by gentlemen like Dr. O'Conor with honesty and scho- 
lar-like accomplishment, seem to have changed hands, and dege- 
nerated into a trade in spurious documents, falsified names and 
dates, anonymous fabrications and opinions, shaped to order for 
the highest bidder. A bank- forger may escape, or, what is more 
in point, a pocket may be picked with impunity ; but surely such 
impostures are as imbecile as they are base. The facts so dis- 
guised, if true, are matter of record ; they admit of no unauthenfi- 
cpted proof, but are in the strictest degree subject to the severest 
rules of evidence, and admit no anonymous witnesses. The cre- 
dentials of historic evidence are the written record, the annals, 
and the monuments. If such can be verified, these ingenious 
resources are needless ; if not, they only betray a purpose of im- 
posture. 
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of those who wish to make the world believe that 
they are possessed of knowledge of which they are 
entirely ignorant 

" Yonr dutiftd and obedient servant, 

"J. O'DONOVAN. 

''To T. A. Zarcom, Esq,, C.Er* 

Dr. O'Donovan, having received his instruc- 
tions from his "worthy friend," gives his ac- 
count of the O'Connors of Ballintubber, in his 
"Annals of Ireland," as follows : — 

" G* Conor Don, This family is now represented 
by the member for Eoscommon, Denis, the son of 
Owen, son of Denis, son of Charles, the historian ; 
son of Donough Liathy son of Cathal, son of CatJial, 
son of Hugh 0' Conor Don, of Balliritubber. The 
only other surviving members of this family are Denis 
O'Conor of Mount Druid, Arthur O'Conor of El- 
phin, and Matthew O'Conor, sons of Mathew, son of 

* The foregoing letters are bound up with the Ordnance Sur- 
vey papers relating to each county, and deposited in the Royal 
Irish Academy — a species of state papers. 
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Denis, son of Charles, of Belanagare, the histo- 
rian."* 

Dr. O'Donovan also states, in his "Annals of 
Ireland/* that — 

"A bill of discoTery had been filed against Denis 
Liath O'Conor, of Belanagare, by Mr. French, nnder 
the statute 1 Anne, 82; but that Terence Mac Do- 
nogh (of Creevagh, M, P. for Sligo in 1688, who died 
in 1713) managed to reply so ably, and being sup- 
ported by the interest of Lords Kingsland and Taaffe, 
he succeeded in finally restormg Denis to 700 acres 
of land, which descended to his son, Charles 0' Conor, 
of Belanagare." 

This is mere invention. Denis O'Connor got 

Belanagare from John French, of French-park, 

by a conveyance on record in 1720, long after 

the death of Mac Donogh, which occurred in 
1713 It 

* Vol ai p. 1880, note ''. 

t It was Hagh 0*Connnor, brother of Charles O'Connor, of 
Belanagare, who, on the 24th January, 1777, read his recanta- 
tion before John, Archbishop of Dublin, became a Protestant, and 
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Now, under all circumstances, it seems rea- 
sonable, in tracing the descent of Irish Roman 
Catholic families from the sixteenth century, to 
adopt the traditional accounts of their ancestors, 
when corroborated in important particulars by 
evidence about which there can be no reasonable 
doubt, and uncontradicted by any receivable 
evidence, or palpable inconsistency ; and on that 
view, I shall proceed with the strictest impar- 
tiality to trace the descendants of the O'Con- 
nors of Connaught, from their acknowledged 
representatives who sat in the Irish Parliament 
of 1585, and executed deeds of composition 
with Queen Elizabeth, as the chiefs of their re- 
spective names. 

Hugh O'Connor dun, of Ballintubber Castle, 
son of Dermot, son of Carbry, son of Owen Caech^ 
son of Felim geangach^ son of Turlogh O'Connor 

sought to recoYor his brother's property, onder the 1 Anne, 32. 
See Boll of Conformists, 15, No. 50, and Coze's Magazine, vol. 8, 
p. 78. 
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dun* (the first O'Connor dun), who, we have 
seen, was lineally descended from Cathal Crov- 
derg O'Connor, was knighted in the year 1599 by 
the Earl of Essex, and became Sir Hugh O'Con- 
nor. The tradition of the family is, that he mar- 
ried a daughter of Sir Bryan O'Rourke of Brefhy, 
by whom he had three sons : 1 , Charles, who mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of Theobald Bourke (who, 
in 1626, was raised to the peerage as Viscount 
Bourke, of Mayo), by his wife, Maud, a daugh- 
ter of O'Connor Sligo, by whom he left an elder 
son, Hugh, who died in 1662, and a younger 
son, Charles, of whom no record has been pre- 
served ; and the issue of Charles, the eldest 
son of Sir Hugh, is said to have become ex- 
tinct. 



2. Hugh O'Connor, of Castlerea, who left a 
son, Daniel, who married^ <tiny^an*iot O'] 
and left a son, Andrew, who left a son, Daniel, 



* Connellan's '^ AnnaU of the Four Masters," ad ann. 1585 and 
1474. 
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who left three sons — i. Dominick; ii. Alexan- 
der ; III. Thomas ; and two daughters — i. Jane, 
who married William Eccles, Esq. ; and, ii. Eli- 
zabeth. Dominick O'Connor became seized of 
the lands of Clonalis, under a patent from 
Charles II. (the estates which he derived from 
Sir Hugh O'Connor having been confiscated), 
and by his will devised same unto his brothers 
successively in strict settlement, with remainder 
to Denis O'Connor, of Belanagare, for life, with 
remainder to his eldest son, Owen O'Connor, 
of Belanagare, and his brothers successively 
in strict settlement, with remainder to Denis 
O'Connor, of Willsbrook, and the several other 
members of the Corrasduna branch of the 
family successively in strict settlement, with 
remainder to Peter O'Connor of Tumona (the 
then representative of the Castleruby O'Connor 
family), in strict settlement, as therein set forth, 
by his said will disinheriting his own nephew 
the son of his sister Jane, whose grandson, 
Alexander O'Connor Eccles, is now the heir at 
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lawy and true representative of Hugh O'Con- 
nor, second son of Sir Hugh. It is under this 
will, and not by descent, that the late Owen 
O'Connor, of Belanagare, took the estate of 
Cloonalis. 

3. Bryan rue O'Connor, of Corranduna, who 
married Mary, daughter of Hugh Mirgagh 
O'Connor, of Castleruby, who is named O'Con- 
nor rue in the "Annals of the Four Masters," 
A. D. 1597 » by whom he left a son, Boger (i. e. 
Boderic). To this Bryan O'Connor, a captain 
in the service of Charles II., Sir Hugh had 
given the lands ofBeagk^ Cloonykemy^ and Cfoo- 
nyvindin^ in the immediate vicinity of Ballin- 
tubber (containing, by Ordnance Survey, over 
900 acres), not a mile from the Castle of Ballin- 
tubber, which lands Bryan O'Connor forfeited 
in the rebellion of 1641 ; but by a decree of the 
Court of Claims, at Athlone, in 1655, the two 
first-named denominations, containing 722 acres, 
were adjudged to his widow, Mary O'Connor, 
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for life, with remainder to her son, Roger 
O'Connor, in fee, as the estate of his ancestors, 

Roger O'Connor married Elizabeth O'Shaugh- 
nessy, of Gort, in the county of Galway ; and 
being attainted in 1691, his said estates were 
again confiscated, and sold at Chichestei: House, 
Dublin, A. D. 1703, when they were purchased 
by Colonel Henry Sandford, in trust for James 
Walker. Roderic O'Connor, having attained 
the rank of Colonel in the service of James II., 
passed over to France with a regiment (of rap- 
parees), raised by his own influence, and entered 
the French service, no doubt expecting to re- 
turn with James II., and to reap the advantages 
of his enthusiastic loyalty on his Majesty's re- 
storation. He was ultimately appointed to the 
command of the third brigade of the reformed 
officers of the Irish Infautry Regiment of Lee.* 
He died in 1730, at Douay, in France, leaving 

* ^' Illustrations of King James's Irish Army List/' by John 
D'Alton, Esq., Barrister, vol. i., p. 142. 

F 
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ft son, Owen O'Connor, of Corrasduna,* and 
several daughters, two of whom became chanoi- 
nesses in France ; another married Louis, Mar- 
quis de Yienne ; and their son, when twenty- 
two years of age, visited his relations in Ireland, 
died of small*pox, at Miltown, the seat of his 
cousin, Thomas O'Connor, and was interred in 
Ballintubber, near the crumbling walls of the 
old castle, once the residence of his royal ances* 
tors. Another of Owen O'Connor's sisters, 
Margaret O'Connor, married Redmond Fallon, 
of Ballina House, in the county of Roscommon, 
and is named in the family pedigree of that 
famUy^ which was drawn up by their son, Red- 
mond, as one of the daughters of Colonel Ro« 
deric O'Connor and Elizabeth O'Shaughnessy. 
He also erected a monument in the churchyard 
of Dysart, their family burial-place, commemo* 
rating his own wife, and his father and mother, 
Redmond Fallon, and Margaret Fallon, alias 

* In the immediato yioinity of the CaBtle of Ballintubber. See 
Map annexed to this Memoir. 
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O'Connor.* Owen O'Connor, the only son of 
Colonel Boderic O'Connor, married Catherine, 
daughter of Major Edmond Mac Dermot,f of 
Emlagh, in the county of Roscommon, ancestor 
of the Mac Dermots of Springfield, in the county 
of Galway, by whom he had four sons, and three 
daughters. 



* ** niustrations of King James's Irish Army List," voL ii., 
p. 697. 

t Dr. O'Connor, in his " Life and writings of Charles O'Con- 
nor, of Belanagare," mentions that Major Mac Dermot, of Emlagh, 
the father-in-law of Owen O'Connor, of Corrasdunoy was the per- 
son alluded to by Goldsmith, in his ^* Deserted Village," in the 
following lines: — 

" The broken soldier, kindly bade to stay, 
Sat by the fire, and talked the night away ; 
Wept o'er his wounds, or, tales of sorrow done, 
Shoulder'd his crutch, and show'd how fields were won." 

He states that he had the anecdote from Charles O'Connor, of 
Belanagare, who often saw Major Biac Dermot, and enjoyed his 
society so much, that he repeatedly spoke of him, even in his last 
years, as a person whom he never could forget, on account of the 
Tivacity of his temper, and the afik;ting emotions with which he 
could tell the history of his own adventures ; and that the good- 
ness of his heart procured him the (Headship of Goldsmith. 

F 2 
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I. Eoderio O'Connor, of Ballycahir, in the 
county of Boscommon, Esq., who married a 
daughter of John Fallon, of Cloonagh, in the 
said county, Esq., and is now represented by 
Boderic O'Conor, of Gal way, Esq., his grandson. 

II. Thomas O'Connor, of Miltown, in the said 
county of Roscommon, Esq., who attained the 
rank of major in the French service; served as 
High Sheriff of the county of Boscommon ; and 
married Mary, daughter of Gerald Dillon, of 
Dillon's-grove, in the county of Boscommon, 
Esq., and is now represented by Boderic O'Con- 
nor, his grandson, of Miltown, in the said county, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law, who served as Sheriff of 
the said coimty, in the year 1839. 

III. Denis O'Connor, of Willsbrook, in the 
county of Boscommon, Esq., who married Sa- 
rah, daughter of William Irwin, of Leabeg, in 
the said county, Esq., and is now represented 



KINGS OF CONNAUGHT. 69 

by Michael O'Connor (his grandson), of Wills- 
brook, in the said county, Esq. 

IV. Bernard, in holy orders. 

I. Catherine, who married Hugh O'Connor, 
brother of Charles O'Connor, of Belanagare 
(son of Denis O'Connor, of Killintrany). 

II. Mary, who married Joseph Plunket, un- 
cle of Colonel Plunket, of Castleplunket, in the 
county of Roscommon. Their daughter, Eli- 
zabeth, married James Dillon, a celebrated sur- 
geon, of Moore-street, Dublin, and left a son, 
Michael Dillon, a Captain in the county of Dub- 
lin Militia, who was killed at the battle of Ross, 
in 1798. He was a great favourite in the 
O'Connor family. He married a daughter of the 
Rev. Richard Griffith, and by her left a son, 
Michael James Robert Dillon, twelfth Earl of 
Roscommon, who obtained the title by a decree 
of the House of Lords, on the 19th June, 1828. 
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III. Sabina. 

Teige oge O'Connor rue, who executed the 
deed of composition with Queen Elizabeth, on 
the 3rd October, 1585, as the chief of his name,* 
is stated, in the ^'Annals of the Four Masters,*' 
to have been son of Teige huidhe, son of Cathal 
ruey] son of Boderic, son of Bryan baUaghyX son 
of Hugh, son of Felim, who fell at Athenry.§ 
Turlogh rue^ the brother of Teige oge O'Connor, 
had two sons, Hugh and John. Hugh (named 
Mirgagli) O'Connor, of Castleruby, in the county 
of Boscommon, is mentioned by the annalists as 
O'Connor rue^ in 1597. He had a son, Teige, 
and a daughter, Mary (wife of Bryan O'Connor, 
of Corrasduna). Teige had a son, Boderic, who 
had a son, Michael, who had a son, John, whose 
son, Peter O'Connor, of Tumona, in the parish 
of Ogulla, and county of Boscommon, Esq., was 
the acknowledged legal representative of Teige 

* See page 45. f Ad ann. 1585. 

} Ad ann. 1488. § Ad ann. 1418. 



KINGS OF CONNAUGHT. 71 

oge O'Connor rue^ and died without issue, leav- 
ing his niece, Maria French, of Larch-grove, in 
the county of Boscommon, his h^ress, the legal 
representative of the Caetleruby family.* 

John O'Connor, second son of Turlogh rue 
O'Connor, left a son, named Teige, born in 
1660, who lived at Clonfree, in the county 
of Boscommon* He married a daughter of 
O'Brennan, and left a son, Denis, born in 1690, 
who married a daughter of O'Hanly, of SlievB" 
bann, lived to the age of 70, and was interred 
in the churchyard of Lissonuffy, in the barony 
of Boscommon. He had two sons, Teige and 
Charles. Hid son, Teige, born in 1726, married 



* The following inscription, cnriously carved, itiay be seen on 
a stone in the old Abbey of Tnlsk : — " Pray for the souls of Boger 
O'Connor, of the ancient family of Castlemby, Esq., and Anne 
O'Connor, alias Crofton, of Mote, his wife, and for the souls of 
such of their ancestors and posterity as dyed, or will dye, in a 
tedeemable state. This monument was erected by the order of 
Michael O'Connor, £sq., remainder man of said family, and his 
wife, Bridget O'Connor, alias Farrell, of the family of Ardanra, 
the 2nd May, 1766.'* 
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a daughter of Forster, of Esker, county of Dub- 
lin, died in 1795, aged 69, and was interrred 
in Cloontuskert. He left a son, Denis O'Con- 
nor, born in 1765, who married a daughter of 
Plunket, of Ardkeenagh, whose son, John, mar- 
ried a daughter of Costello, of Gurteen, near 
Coolavin, in the county of Sligo, who is the re- 
presentative of the Lanesborough branch of the 
Castleruby O'Connor family. Denis O'Connor's 
second son, Charles, bom in 1731, was seated 
at Ballagh, near Lanesborough, in the county 
of Koscommon, whose grandson, Denis O'Con- 
nor, of Ballagh, and Corrig-avenue, Kingstown, 
a gentleman of considerable property in the 
counties of Koscommon and Meath, is now the 
representative of this branch of the Lanesbo- 
rough O'Connor family. 

Sir Donal O'Connor, Sligo, who executed the 
deed of composition with Queen Elizabeth of 
the 23rd September, 1585, is stated in the 
"Annals of the Four Masters" to have been the 
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son of Teige, son of Cathal oge^ son of Donal, son 
of Owen, son of Donal, son of Murtogh,* bro- 
ther, of Cathal O'Connor, who was King of 
Connaught, A.D. 1318. Murtogh was son of 
Donal, son of Teige, son of Bryan, son of An- 
drew, son of Bryan Luighneach^ son of Turlogh 
more O'Connor.f Sir Donal O'Connor, Sligo, 
died in 1588, and his nephew, named Donogh, 
" The O'Connor, Sligo," in a royal patent of 
1603, purporting to be a roll of general pardon 
to the inhabitants of Sligo, died in 1609, leav- 
ing a son, Charles, who died in 1634, without 
issue. Sir Donal had two brothers, Murtogh 
boccaghy and Melaghlin, with a daughter, Una, 
who married Francis French, ancestor of the 
Lords de Freyne, of French-park, in the county 
of Boscommon. Murtogh had a son, Teige, whose 
lands] of Anagh, now Hazlewood, were confis- 
cated in 1620. He left a son, Charles, who had 
two sons, Martin and Murtogh. Martin's eld- 

* Ad. ann. 1585. f Ad ann. 1324. 
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est son, Owen, was attainted in I69I9 where- 
upon he removed to Carrowlustia, where his 
eldest son, Denis, was born in 1681, he died 
in 1757, leaving a son, Cathal, also bom at 
Carrowlustia, where he died in 1787. Cathal's 
eldest son, Denis, was also bom at Carrowlustia, 
and died in 1836, leaving a numerous family — 
1, Connell O'Connor, still living; his children 
emigrated to America; 2, Patrick O'Connor, 
who died, leaving a numerous family ; 3, John 
O'Connor, also dead, who lefl two sons; 4, 
James, who died, unmarried, at Trinidad; 5, 
Peter O'Connor, of Cairnsfoot, in the county of 
Sligo, Esq., J.P«, a gentleman of considerable 
property in that county. 

It is not within the scope of the foregoing 
Memoir to trace the descent of any family, save 
those descended from one or other of the three 
leading branches, whose acknowledged repre- 
sentatives, O'Connor dwn, O'Connor ruej and 
O'Connor /S^^a, compounded for their estates 
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with Queen Elizabeth, in 1585, as the chiefs cf 
their respective names. However, as Charles 
Owen O'Connor, of Clonalis, M. P. for the 
county of Boscommon, claims to be ^^ head of 
the ancient house of the OConors of Connaught, 
and lineally descended from 0*Conor, King of 
Connaught, and Monarch of Ireland,"* it be- 
comes my duty to explain the grounds on which 
I have not noticed his family. His claim lies 
within very narrow limits. He claims descent 
from Denis O'Connor, of Killintrany, in the 
county of Sligo, who, it is alleged in his fa^ 
mily pedigree, was descended from Charles 
O'Connor, of Belanagare, who is said to have 
been the third son of Sir Hugh O'Connor, of Bal- 
lintubber Castle (the O'Connor dun above men- 
tioned), from whom, it is asserted, ^^ he obtained 
the castle and estate of Belanagare, on his in- 
termarriage "vnth Anne O'MoUoy, daughter of 



• " The County Families of the United Euigdom,** by Edward 
Walford, A. 11 London, 1860. 
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William O'MoUoy, Esq.,"* and thus became 
the founder of that family. This statement in- 
volves three distinct and equally essential condi- 
tions, which I shall consider separately. 

1st. That Sir [Hugh O'Connor had a third 
son, named Charles. The pedigree compiled, 
published, and also deposited in the office of the 
Ulster King of Arms, in the Castle of Dublin, 
gives Sir Hugh O'Connor four sons — 1, Cal- 
vach; 2, Hugh, oiCasUerea; 3, Charles, otBe- 
lanagare; 4, Bryan roe^ of Corraaduna, On the 
other hand, the pedigree compiled from public 
records, of unquestionable authenticity, gives 
Sir Hugh O'Connor only three sons, as fol- 
lows : — 

1. Charles O'Connor dun. 

2. Hugh O'Connor, of Castlerea. 

[No second Charles.] 

3. Bryan O'Connor, of Corrasduna. 

* Hardiman*s ''West Connanght" (on tbe authority of Mat- 
thew 0*Conor, of Mount- Druid, Esq.), page 138. 
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Now, it is evident that if Sir Hugh O'Con- 
nor's eldest son's Christian name was Charles, 
that he had no third son who bore the same 
Christian namcy and that Charles O'Connor, of 
Belanagare, could not have been his son. The 
following proofs establish that his eldest son's 
name was Charles O'Connor dun, and leave no 
room for controversy on the subject : — 

PROOFS. 

By an inquisition, taken at Tulsk, on the 
21st January, 1616, before Sir Charles Coote, 
Knight, and another, of the estates of the 
O'Connors, and others, subject to composition 
rents, the jury finds Sir Hugh O'Connor seised 
in fee of the Castle of Ballintubber, of Eathna- 
nuUige, Beagh, Clewboybeg, Kossmeene, Cloo- 
nykemy, Clooneclabin, Ardnamullagh, Ballyna- 
gieher, Ballyfinegan, Ballymaglin, Knockroe, 
Lislaghna, Lisboy, Creeghneballagh, Ballyglass, 
Ballagh, and Carroweskeagh. 
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And Charles O'Connor dun^ of Knockalaghta, 
seised in fee of Carrowreagh, Carrowbane, Ba- 
meige, Brocklowne, Knockalaghta, Farbreege, 
Carrowgarrow, Lisgobane, Ballintubber, Car- 
rowkeele, Ardaslagb, Carrowmore, and Knock* 
evurra. 

And Hugh oge O'Connor, of Caetlerea, seised 
in fee of the Castle and site of the town of Cas- 
tlerea, of Tralagh, Ballendromlea, Derryne- 
yennagh,Cloonagh, Clownmalush, Correlaghen, 
Clownbunnagh, Annaghclogha, Annagheva- 
ghery, Clownfower, Clownecon, Clownsucka, 
Clownelta, Toghnara, Mewlaghmore, Mew- 
laghbeg, Rathvamagh, Carrowdowane, Gan- 
groade, Bathclary, and Clownree. 

And John O'Kelly, of Carrowindirry, seised 
in fee, by icay of mortgage^ from Sir Hugh 
O'Connor, of Magn. 

And Christopher Eirwan, of Gal way, seised 
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in fee, by way of mortgage^ irom Sir Hugh 
O'Connor, of Bathcarron, Gastlehine, Ardna- 
muUagli, and Clonyvendeene. 

And the jury likewise finds Hugh Mirgagh 
O'Connor, of Castlerone (Castleruby), seised in 
fee of Castlerone, Comeboy, Carrowkeille, and 
Mulloghgollane. 

And Gilleboy O'Flanagan, seised in fee of the 
town and lands of Bathleig and Kahardevin, 
with other lands thereinnamed. 

The findiDg of the jury in the foregoing in- 
quisition, as regards the O'Connors of Ballin* 
tubber, must have been founded on the claims 
and deeds of their family, and the evidence sub- 
mitted by them or their agents; and affords 
conclusive evidence of their true Christian namea^ 
and residences, and of their estates^ and the in- 
cumbrances affecting them, so far as they are 
therein set forth. 
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By another inquisitioD, taken at Koscommon, 
on the 26th of Mai-ch, 1632, after the death of 
Sir Hugh O'Connor, the jury finds that Sir 
Hugh O'Connor died on the 27th January, 
1632, seised of the castle, manor, town, and 
lands of Ballintubber, and of other townlands 
therein mentioned ; and that Charles O'Connor 
dun^ his heir at law, was then 40 years of age, 
and married. Here again we have the ChrUdan 
name^ and also the age of Sir Hugh's eldest son, 
who must have been 24 years of age at the 
time of the first-mentioned inquisition of 1616. 
His second son could not then have been more 
than 23 years of age; and if Sir Hugh had ano- 
ther son then provided for, his estate would also 
have been included, and found in that inquisition ; 
but Major Owen O'Connor, the son of Charles 
O' Connor of Belanagare, (the supposititious son 
of Sir Hugh), was a Major in the service of 
Charles I. in and previous to 1641 — how could 
he be the grandson of Sir Hugh ? 
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By an inquisition taken at Athlone, before 
Sir Charles Coote, Bart., on 22nd October, 
1627, Hugh 0*Connor rue is found seised in fee 
of Cartron (in the parish of Elphin)^ Bathroe 
(in the parish of Shankill), Clonardbeg (in the 
parish of Tibohine), Cashell and Brackloon (in 
the parish of KUcorkey)^ and other lands therein 
named. 

By an inquisition, taken at Charlestown, on the 
8th of September, 1634, before Henry Bing- 
hurst, the jury finds William O'Flanagan seised 
in fee of Edenane, Drishaghane, and other lands, 
in the parish of Shankill^ in Clann Cahill.* 

In 1641, Captain Bryan O'Connor forfeited 
the townlands of Beagh, Cloonykerny^ and Cloo- 
nyvindin (situated in the immediate neighbour- 



* See the map annexed to this Memoir for the pcarithet of KiU 
earkey, Shankillf and KUmacunuy, which, with parts of the pa- 
rithea of Creeve and Elphin, formed Clann Cdhill^ the territory 
of 0' Flanagan and O^Connor rue, 

G 
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hood of the Castle of Ballintubber), whereof Sir 
Hugh was found seised in fee by the inquisition 
of 1616; and he is described in the record of 
the forfeiture as *' brother of Charles O'Connor 
rfwn." Here again we have the Christian name 
of Sir Hugh O'Connor's eldest son, and also evi- 
dence that Bryan O'Connor, fiis brother^ was then 
a Captain in the service of Charles I. 

By a deposition, amongst the ^' depositions of 
Protestants," &c., preserved in the MS. Library 
of Trinity College, Dublin, F. 2, 2, " Elizabeth 
Holly well, relict of William HoUywell, of the 
town of Boscommon, Clk., saith, that it was 
an ordinary and common report by and amongst 
the rebells of the county of Boscommon, that 
Charles 0^ Connor dun^ of Ballintubber, Esquire^ 
was made King of Connaught, and one Charles 
Delahyde, Esq., a Justice of Peace, and a pa- 
pist told deponent that all the rebell soldiers 
thereabouts were gone to Tulks to make the 
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said Charles O'Connor dun King of Connaught." 
—Jurat, 10th April, 1643.* 

In Cromwell's Act of 1652 for settling Ire- 
land, which exempts certain persons therein 
enumerated from pardon^ Charles Connor dun, 
of Ballintubber^ Esq,^ is specially named. 

It is established by the foregoing records, 
that Sir Hugh O'Connor's eldest son was 
named Charles O'Connor; and an assertion that 
his eldest son was named Charles^ his second, 
Hugh, and his third, Charles, is totally incre- 
dible. 

It deserves notice, though not as evidence, 
that Dr. O'Donovan, in one of his publications, 
mentions Sir Hugh's eldest son as Charles 



* This deposition, taken behind the back of Charles O'Connor 
dim, though not evidence against him, affords abundant evidence 
that he was well known in the county of Roscommon as Charle* 
O'Connor dun^ 

o2 
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& Connor, In his " Tribes oi Ireland," a trans^ 
lation of Aenghus O' Daly's scandalously satiri- 
cal Irish poem, we find the following stanza, and 
notes appended thereto : — 

" The house is not in meet condition, 
The house of Cathal 0' Conor .^ 
Children and wife are in distress there. 
A house without com or drink.' 
The devil a killer of beeves 
Is this day in the plain of Gonnacht,' 
Except the small plunderer of Cruachain,^ 
And another Snouty of Leitrim."^ 

^ Cathal G' Conor ^ i. e. Charles O' Conor, of Ballintober Cas- 
tle, county of Roscommon. 

' Drink, — Aniann, in Ireland, means kitchen-stuff, or any 
kind of soup, broth, dip, or hlind-herring^ that enables one to 
swallow bread, or potatoes. 

^ The bard evidently intends the term to denote all the rich 
plains of Connacht. 

^ Plunderer of Cruachain, i. e. 0*Conor Don. 

^ Snouty ofLeitrim, — O'Rourke, of Leitrim Castle, at this 
time a very stout rebell ; this was Biyan oge, who died in 1604. 
His father, Brian na Murtha, was hanged and beheaded in Lon- 
don, A. D. 1591.* 

This slanderous Irish poet, O'Daly, was not, 
it would seem, hospitably received by the lady 

* " Tribes of Ireland," p. 86. 
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of O'Shaughnessy; and in reference to her he 
sarcastically says — 

" I satirize but good women," 

(therefore) that he had not satirized her. On 
this passage Dr. O'Donovan appended a note, 
in which he states that the Lady had two chil- 
dren by Sir Roger O'Shaughnessy before her 
marriage ; and that later members of the same 
family were unfortunate in their choice of wives, 
as Colonel William O'Shaughnessy went to 
France after the restoration, where he died in 
1744, whose wife, a daughter of Lord Clare, 
lived with her own butler, William buidhe 
0*KeUy, after his departure.* 

Aenghus O'Daly died on the 16th December, 
16l7.t He was stabbed by the command of 
O'Meagher, chief of Ikerrin, at the rudeness of 
whose mansion he had made some scurrilous re- 
marks.| Hence his Irish poem was written 

* Idem, p. 41. f Idem, p. 27. J Idem, p. 28. 
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about the same time as the inquisition of 1616, 
above quoted; and the Charles O'Connor named 
was, as O'Donovan states, Charles O'Connor of 
Ballintubber, the eldest son of Sir Hugh. 

Let us now see whether Charles O'Connor of 
Belanagare was in reality the original founder 
of that family. The pedigree of his family 
stands thus: — Owen Felim O'Connor, of Be- 
lanagare (usually named Major Owen O'Con- 
nor), was son of Charles O'Connor and Anne 
O'Connor, otherwise Mulloy, his wife, who was 
son of Owen O'Connor (the juror of 1585), of 
Belanagare,* beyond whom the family cannot 
now be traced, as the erroneous pedigree com- 
piled by Denis O'Connor, of Killintrany, and 
his son, Charles O'Connor, of Belanagare, ex- 
tinguished the light of tradition, and left the 
family without any knowledge of its descent. 
Thus the inquisition of 1585 demonstrates 

* Page 46-47, 
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that Charles O'Connor could not have been the 
fovnder of a pre-existing family ; and it would 
be absurd to suppose that Owen O'Connor, the 
contemporary of the three acknowledged repre- 
sentatives of the O'Connors dun, O'Connors rue, 
and O'Connors Sligo (in 1685), eoidd be the de^ 
seendant of either of them. Major Owen O'Con- 
nor, of Belanagare, left two daughters, • who 
were both married ; but no account is given in 
the pedigree of the family, of their descendants, 
amongst whom the representative of the family 
must be sought. The descendants of Denis 
O'Connor, of Killintrany, can only claim to be 
a collateral branch of his family. 

It remains to see whether Sir Hugh O'Con- 
nor, of Ballintubber, ever had any estate or in- 
terest in the castle and lands of Belanagare, or 
in any of the estates of the Belanagare family. 

Major Owen O'Connor was a major in the 
service of Charles I., in and previous to the year 
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1641, and was by the 14th and 15th of Charled 
II., ch. 2 (amongst others therein named), de- 
clared entitled to be restored to his estates /or 
his services beyond seas. He accordingly pro- 
ceeded before the commissioners appointed to 
carry out the provisions of that statute, and in 
a cause in which Sir William Domville, as 
Attorney-General for Ireland, and others, were 
defendants, claimed to be restored to the pos- 
session of his estates in the parish of Kilcor^ 
key^ and elsewhere, whereof he was seised and 
possessed on the 2nd October, 1641, and for 
many years before^ by descent from his ancestors^ 
and obtained a decree to be restored to the 
possession of same, except as to the lands of 
Cluneagunean^ in the barony of Boyle, which 
had been assigned to Patrick French (a trans- 
planted person), which still remain in the posses- 
sion of his descendant. Lord De Frevne.* The 



* Decree pronounced by the aforesaid commissioners, on Sa- 
tnrday, the 16th August, in the 15th year of the reign of Charles 
II., Roll X., M. 5. 
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predatory wars, between Felim Fionn O'Con- 
nor rue, and O'Connor duuj of Ballintubber, in 
the fifteenth century, as recorded in the " An- 
nals of the Four Masters," so clearly demon- 
strate the local position of Felim Fionn at that 
period, that the able translator, in the topogra- 
phical and historical map annexed thereto, in- 
serted the name ^^ O'Connor roe*' precisely over 
the lands of Belanagarej in the parish of Kil- 
corkej/f which forms the northern extremity of 
the barony of Ballintubber.* 

And Dr. O'Donovan has, as already stated, 
shown that the parish oi KUcorkey formed part 
of Clann Ca/iiUf the territory of O'Flanagan 
and O'Connor rue^ in which Sir Hugh O'Con- 
nor never had any lands. The lands of Bela* 
nagare were manifestly brought into settlement 
on the intermarriage of Charles O'Connor with 
Anne, daughter of WiUiam MuUoy, as appears 

* See map, taken therefrom, amiezed to this Memoir. 
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from an entry in the '^Book of Survey and 
Distribution," in the year 1641, *' that William 
Mulloy then held the estate of Belanagare to 
the use of Owen O'Connor, his grandchild, 
whereupon it was conveyed to Major Owen 
O'Connor." Major Owen O'Connor was also 
restored to the possession of RcuMeig and Ra- 
hardevine^ as part of the lands which he claimed 
by descent from his ancestors; and they were 
found (as already mentioned) vested in fee in 
Gilliboy OTlanagan by the inquisition of 1616 ; 
it is obvious these lands descended to him from 
his grandfather, Owen O'Connor, of Belanagare 
(of 1585), who, in all probability, was connected 
with Gilliboy O'Flanagan's family, the O'Flana- 
gans of Clann Cahill; but it is absurd to sup- 
pose that any of these lands ever belonged to 
Sir Hugh O'Connor, whose territory and lands 
lay in the parishes of Ballintubber^ KUkeevin^ 
and Drumatemple^ in the southern extremity of 
the barony of Ballintubber ; while CUmn Cahili^ 
which formed the territory of O'FIanagan and 



KINGS OF CONN AUGHT. 91 

O'Connor rue, consisted of the parishes of KiU 
corker/, Kilmacumsy, and Shankill (with some un- 
defined portions of the parishes of Cree:ce and 
Mphin), The boundaries of the former are traced 
in brown, and those of the latter in red, in the 
map taken from the Ordnance Suryey, annexed 
to this Memoir. It is, perhaps, worth men- 
tioning, that although the late Owen O'Con- 
nor, of Belanagare, and his brothers, Charles 
O'Conor, D.D., and Mathew O'Conor, were ig- 
norant of their own descent, having received the 
erroneous pedigree handed down to them as 
im^ceptionable, that they were very well ac- 
quainted with the descendants of the Ballin- 
tubber family. Charles O'Connor, D. D,, who 
was Parish Priest of Kilkemn, and Chaplain of 
Dominick O'Connor dun, of Clonalis, wrote the 
followiiig letter to Denis OConnor, of Wills* 
brook (of the Corrasduna family) whose resi- 
dence may be seen on the map, between Ballin- 
tubber and Clonalis : — 

" My deae Coitbik, — I must trouble you with those 
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Hues to send you the inclosed papers, and to beg you 
will show them to such of your Mends as you may 
think are corrupted by political bigotry, or cramped 
by the influence of slavery or oppression {hum this). 
I have been obliged, by numberless applications, to 
establish a general rule, that no stranger should come 
in upon us on Christmas day to give mass in the pa- 
rish. I assure you they keep very clear of us at all 
other times, and would be very backward in giving 
the least assistance in the administration of a parish. 
Mr. Mac Dermot, to suit your convenience, will, if 
you please, gi^e your family prayers on Christmas day, 
about 10 o*clock. This mass will serve for the peo- 
ple of Anagh, Cloonroughan, Cloonavindin, &c. Please 
let me know per bearer your sentiments on this head. 
As I am to have a mass at convenience in foture, Mr. 
Mac Dermot or I will occasionally give you mass on 
Sundays and holidays in fliture, according as may suit 
your convenience. I hope you need not be told there 
is no one more anxious to serve you in all such par- 
ticulars than your affectionate kinsman, 

" Ch. O'Cowor. 

*'ToDenU 0' Conor, Usq., JFilhirookJ* 
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Charles O'Conor, D. D., also gave a pedigree 
of his family, in his " Life and writings of 
Charles O'Connor, of Belanagare," in which he 
gave Sir Hugh O'Connor four sons, as already 
named, and stated that Sir Hugh O'Connor left 
his son, Bryan, the lands of Beagh and doony- 
kemy. The brother of Charles O'Connor, of 
Belanagare, married a daughter of Owen O'Con- 
nor, of Corrasduna (near Ballintubber), and he 
was well acquainted with the different branches 
of the family. Again, Owen O'Connor, of Be- 
lanagare, deposited a pedigree of his family in 
the office of the Ulster King of Arms, at the 
Castle of Dublin, in which he gave Sir Hugh 
four sons, and designates the fourth as Bryan 
roe O' Connor f of Corrasduna* 

* This was the first pedigree eyer given of the Eillintranj fa- 
mily. It contains a minnte and detailed acconnt of the numeroug 
children of each generation, from Donogh Liath, i. e. Denis 
O^Connor, of Eillintrany, to his great grandson, Owen O'Connor, 
many of whom were in holy orders, or died yoang, leaving no 
traee of their existence, but in the traditional knowledge of the 
family, which shows with how mnch care and traditional know- 
ledge it was compiled. It ^ves Denis, of Killantrany,^M sons 
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The following canvassing letter, from Mr. 
O'Connor, of Mount Druid, to Roderick O'Con- 
nor, the heir at law, and representative of Owen 
O'Connor, of Corrasduna, discloses his know- 
ledge of the Corrasduna family in very unmis- 
takeable terms : — 

** MouKT Dbuid, 30<A J«/y, 1847 

" Mt dbab Eodeeick, — ^An old Mend, relative, 
and namesake, must feel interested in the approach- 
ing struggle. Tour support and influence will oblige 
me. Pat (i. e. Roderick's brother) is working like a 
man. Should you know any stray votes (£50 votes) 
in your neighbourhood, pray secure them for your 
friend, 

" Dents O'Conob. 

" To Roderick 0* Connor, Esq., 
" Rahoon Some, OalwayJ^ 



andybtrr danghtera ; Charles, bis son, one daughter and two son* ; 
aad Denis, his son, eight sons and seven daughters, with the dates 
of their births, deaths, and marriages. Well might Owen O'Coaor 
oertaty that it contained a true account of his family, *' to the beet 
of his knowledge and belief* 



KINGS OF CONNAUQHT. 95 

Owen O'Connor, of Belanagare, was univer- 
sally esteemed an upright and honourable man, 
of inflexible integrity. He took an active part 
in the long struggle for Catholic emancipation, 
and attained a very prominent position in the 
agitation and proceedings carried on for that 
purpose. His sacrifices, both of time and mo- 
ney, were neither forgotten nor unrewarded. 
He was elected by the liberal electors, and the 
powerful influence of the French-park family, 
as the Koman Catholic representative in Par- 
liament of the county of Roscommon ; and it 
cannot be doubted but that he considered him- 
self the legal representative of the O'Connors of 
BaUintubber, and " head" of the O'Connor fa- 
mily, a position which nobody could claim. He 
could be " head" of no family but his own ; each 
branch of the wide-spread O'Connor family had 
its own "head." The days of clanmhip and 
chieftainship are gone. The Irish chieftain was 
elected, so was the Scotch.* The existence of 

♦ Sir Walter Scott's " Hiatory of Scotland," vol. i., p. 49. 
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an Irish chieftain at present is impossible ; and 
all such claims are sheer nonsense. All Owen 
O'Connor's assumptions rested upon the erro- 
neous supposition that he was the legal repre- 
sentative of the Ballintubber family, with which 
it is now indisputably proved he was in no way 
connected. Any person disposed to controvert 
those proofs, has a right to do so. The Ulster 
King-of-Arms is the legally constituted autho- 
rity to decide the question. He is a judge of con- 
siderable experience — a barrister who can appre- 
ciate the value of evidence, and a gentleman of 
acknowledged literary attainments. His deci- 
sion will satisfy all parties concerned. The ex- 
tensive references of an eminent antiquarian 
have recently been procured for the guidance of 
the learned adviser of the Mount Druid family, 
who must, with such aid, " know where to look" 
for evidence to meet the case. I sincerely wish 
bim every success, having discussed the ques- 
tion with the utmost impartiality, and quoted 
nothing but authentic evidence. 
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The foregoing proofs, and the quotations from 
the " Annals of the Four Masters," leave no 
doubt but that Owen O'Connor, the juror of 
1585 (p. 47), was descended from some branch 
of the O'Connors rue; and Dr. O'Conor's state- 
ment, that one of the O'Connor roes was Go* 
vernor of Civita Vecchia, and "from that sent 
to Belanagare the monument of Carrara mar- 
ble, which has been erected to the memory of 
his family in the churchyard of Ballynafad, and 
also his portrait^ a striking likeness, which may 
be seen in the parlour at Belanagarey'** proves 
that the Governor of Civita Vecchia knew that 
the O'Connors of Belanagare were his relations. 
Dr. O'Donovan, in one of his MS. letters, dated 
17th August, 1837, quotes the foregoing para- 
graph, and gives a copy of the classical inscription 
alluded to, to which he adds, " Hoc monumen- 
turn erectum a Dion® O'Connor of Belanagare, 
A.D. 1734," which is not on the marble^ and 

* "Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Charles O'Connor, of 
Belanagare," p. 303. 

H 
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which he most likely got from Mr. Mat O'Conor, 
the publishing genealogist of the family «^ 

In conclusion, it may not be deemed out of 
place to notice the modem name, 0' Conor ^ and 
the word Calbhach^ or Calvagh^ introduced as a 
Christian name in the pedigree compiled by 
Charles O'Connor, of Belanagare, for his fa- 
mily.* 

It is clearly demonstrated by the authentic 
records referred to in the foregoing pages, that 
the O'Connors dun, O'Connors ruBy and O'Con- 
nors Sliffo, bore the name 0^ Connor; their deeds, 

* There are three editions of this pedigree — 1. The one depo- 
sited by the late Owen O'Connor in the office of the Ulster King- 
of- Arms, at the Castle of Dublin ; 2. the one given hy Dr. Charles 
O'Connor in his suppressed work ; 8. the one published at the 
instance of the late Mr. Matthew O'Conor, in O'Flaherty's ** West 
Connaugbt," page 137. It is observable, that in the 1st, the 
name throughout is O^ Connor; and that both in it and the 8rd, 
it is stated that Sir Hugh O'Connor died in 1627, and Major 
Owen O'Connor in 1688 ! 1 How Charles O'Connor, the hietorian^ 
could make such blunders, and know anything of either families, 
is quite unintelligible. 
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Wills, legal proceedings, and the inscriptions on 
their tombstones at Ballintubber, Kilkeevin, 
Tulsk, and Sligo, place that fact beyond the 
limits of controversy. The O'Connors, of Be- 
lanagare, also bore the name O'Connor, as appears 
from the inquisition of 1585, the forfeiture and 
proceedings of Major Owen O'Connor, and the 
14th and 15th Charles II., already quoted. 
Then as to the Killintrany O'Connors, Donogh 
Liath^ or Denis of Killintrany, the iather of 
Charles O'Connor, of Belanagare, by his letters, 
and by the conveyance of the estate of Belana- 
gare to him, by John French, of French-park, 
in 1720, remaining on record, is also proved 
to have borne the name O^Connor. Charles 
O'Connor, his son, published his *^ Dissertations 
on the Ancient History of Ireland" in 1 753, 
and gives the name O'Connor throughout; and 
Dr. Leland, in his " History of Ireland," pub- 
lished in 1773, acknowledges himself indebted 
to the zealous friendship and assistance of Charles 
O'Connor^ Esquire. It is not too much to assume 
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that he knew the name of bis zealous friend; 
thus the new orthography of the family name 
was a mere modem invention, on which Mr. Mat 
O'Conor sought to establish a distinction in fa- 
vour of his family, which unfortunately misled 
his children, and induced very unpleasant re- 
sults. 

It has been asserted, that as there is but one 
n in " O'Conchobhair," there should be but one 
inO' Connor; but the highest authorities, not to 
mention the usage of several centuries, have de- 
cided otherwise. O'Dugan, in his " Topography 
of Ireland," and other unquestionable authori- 
ties, give the following instances of the double 
consonant in simil^ names : — 

" O'Conchubhair," O'Connor of Clare and 
Boscommon; " O'Concobhair," O'Connor of 
Kerry; « O'Concabair," ff Connor of Offaly; 
" O'Conchobhair," O'Connor of Derry ; « O'Co- 
naill," 0* Con we// of Munster; «« O'Conghaile," 
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O' Connoly of Orgiall ; O'Domhnallain," O'Don- 
nellanotGalwsij; and " O'Domhnaill," G*Don- 
nelh 

As to the word Calbhach, or Calvagh, it is 
unifonnly preceded, throughout the Annals of 
the Four Masters, by the article an (the), 
which demonstrates that it cannot be a Chris- 
tian name. It is derived from calvus, bald; and, 
from the prevalence of nicknames amongst the 
Irish (to which we are indebted for the names 
donn and ruadh), it may be considered that 
an Calbhach was used as a nickname. Dr. 
O'Donovan had his own motives for treating 
it as a Christian name, and saying it meant 
Charles.* 

• " Annals of Ireland," ad ann. 1600, n. * ; also at p. 2041, 
No. VII., and p. 2405, No. VIII. ; and " Tribes of Ire- 
land," p. 46, n. 5. ; and he absurdly names Sir Charles^ Sir 
Calbhaehf Annals of Ireland, ad ann. 1318, n. '. 
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Since the publication of the preceding Memoir, an 
ill-conceived and mischievous attempt has been made, 
by a writer in the "Nation," to sustain Charles 
O'Connor's erroneous pedigrees, and to meet the ac- 
knowledged difficulties of the case, without offering a 
single particle of receivable evidence. His long and ex- 
aggerated narrative — being wholly unauthenticated — 
does not merit refutation ; but as it is known to com- 
prise the suggestions of a person deeply versed in the 
manufacture of pedigrees to order, and bears indelible 
marks of unscrupulous partizanship, it deserves some 
notice, and a little exposure. As for the writer — a 
mere cheval de bataille — ^reasonable allowance should 
be made. A barrister owes his best exertions to his 
client, quite irrespective of the merits of the case ; his 
instructions, and his forensic license, justify his dis- 
regard of all untoward facts and circumstances, but 
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he cannot overcome their influence. Thus it was 
that, under the guidance of a zealous agent, he sought 
to induce a belief that Sir Hugh O'Connor's eldest 
son's Christian name was not Charles^ as stated in a 
series of unimpeachable public records, but Calvaghj 
or Calbhachj which, with curious inconsistency, he 
tells us, meant bald-headed, in which sense it would 
have been, not a Christian name, but a nickname, and 
would expose the purpose for which Charles O'Con- 
nor introduced it in his fabricated pedigrees ; and it 
is observable, that when he gave his own father's 
nickname liath (grey-haired), he added his Christian 
name, and named him Denis liath, or the grey-haired. 
This wise writer in the " Nation," with equal reck- 
lessness, suggests that the jury on the Inquisition of 
1616,* from ignorance of the Irish language, gave 
him the name of Charles by mistake I This conjec- 
ture is not sustained by any explanation whatever ; 
and is merely adopted as the vague imagination of a 
perplexed genealogist, who should say something, and 
could think of nothing else. It is obvious that the 
jury was empannelled at Tulsk, because Tulsk was in 

* Memoir, p. 77. 
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the neighbourhood of Ballintubber Castle, Knocka- 
laghta, Castlerea, and Castleruby, the residences of 
the O'Connors, and the localities of their extensive 
estates, for their accommodation ; and no jury em- 
pannejled there could be ignorant of the Christian 
name of Charles O'Connor dun, the eldest son of Sir 
Hugh O'Connor. He was neither a stranger nor an 
obscure person. And it should be borne in mind, that 
to procure a finding, that he was seised in fee of his 
numerous estates, it was necessary to produce the 
deed by which they were conveyed to him, from which 
the jury took his true Christian name, and which the 
jurors,^ from their own knowledge, knew to be cor- 
rect. There is no instance, throughout the Annals of 
the Four Masters, of the application of the name Cah 
hhach^ or CcUvagh^ to any member of the O'Connor 
dun or O'Connor roe families — though it has been ap- 
plied to other persons who bore the name of Charles. 
No attempt has been made to explain how Charles 
O'Connor dun came to be named Charles in the sub- 
sequent Inquisition of 1632,* and ih the record of the 
forfeiture of his brother Bryan roe O'Connor's estates,! 

* Memoir, p. 80. f Idem, p. 82. 
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and in the Information of Elizabeth Hollywell,* and 
in Cromwell's Act, settling Ireland, f and in Aengus 
O'Daly's Irish poem,§ where his Christian name is 
given Cathal^ and he is identified by the translator. 
Dr. O'Donovan, as Charles O'Connor, of Ballintab- 
ber Castle, and by Charles O'Connor (son of Denis 
O'Connor, of Killintrany), who, in his letter to Bri- 
gadier General O'Connor, of Bouen^ dated 14th Nov. 
1758, states — "The settlement of the Ballintubber 
estate was lately discovered in Lord Athenry's papers ; 
it is dated 30th August, 1662, by Hugh, son of (7a/- 
luagh^ or Charles^ on his return from foreign coun- 
tries. He died in Dublin a few days after his arrival ; 
and left his estates, in failure of his son, to Hugh og, 
of Castlereagh's family, from wliom is Hneally de- 
scended the present O'Connor of Clonalis (i. e. Do- 
minick O'Connor dun) ; in failure of them, to Major 
Owen O'Connor, of Belanagare, whom he named one 
of his executors ; in failure of him and his brother 
Charles, to Roger Fitz Bryan roe (i. e. Roger, son of 
Bryan roe O'Connor) ; and in failure of all these, to 
the male issue of Hugh mergagh O'Connor, of Castle- 

* Memoir, p. 82. f Idem, p. 83. § Idem, p. 84. 
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ruby, from whom the present Tumona family is lineally 
descended. The settlement, now in my possession^ 
being nearly a whole century undiscovered, occa- 
sioned the Ballintubber Castle estates falling into the 
hands of the Burkes."* Having thus exhausted his 
sapient conjectures, the writer in the " Nation" sug- 
gests, that " The Lin^ea Antiqua, a curious collection 
of Irish pedigrees collected by Roger OTerrall (a 
contemporary of Denis O'Conner of KiUintrany), in 
the year 1709, and remaining among the archives of 
Ireland in the Eecord Tower of the Castle of Dublin," 
gives Sir Hugh O'Connor four sons — 1. Ccdvagh; 
2. Hugh ; 3. Charles ; 4. Bryan roe. 

This curious Tree Pedigree^ so disingenuously 
planted in the Record Tower of the Castle of Dublin, 
to confer upon it some fictitious importance, never 
was remaining of record amongst the archives of Ire- 
land! ! ! but has been recently purchased amongst the 
private papers of the late Sir William Betham, and 
is wholly inadmissible as evidence. No collection of 
pedigrees, no matter by whom collected, can be received 

♦ The Rev. Charles O'Conor's Historical Address, Part ii., 
p. S29, note, 

a3 



VI APPENDIX. 

as evidence of descent. Roger OTerrall's writings and 
pedigrees are no more receivable in evidence than the 
road-side pedigrees collected in the progress of the 
Ordnance Survey. The Linea Antigua came into the 
hands of Chevalier O'Gorman, a professional compiler 
of pedigrees — the intimate friend and correspondent of 
Charles O'Connor of Belanagare (son of Denis O'Con- 
nor of Killintrany) ; * and about the year 1766, the 
Chevalier O'Gorman made an improved copy of the 
Tree Pedigree^ trimmed up its irregularly furnished 
branches, and inserted some valuable grafts, which no 
amount of botanical skill can now separate from the 
growth of the parent stock ; and, no doubt, some of 
those grafts, taken from Charles O'Connor's Arbore- 
tum, at Belanagare, produced the Calvagh — a. species 
of lusus natures remaining unaffiliated amongst the 
debris of its spurious and decayed branches. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the Linea Aniiquaj the true date of 
which, in its improved form, no human research can 
ascertain, is falsified by a series of public records, 
and upon second thoughts has been most sagaciously 

* Their correspondence is preserved in the Library of the 
Royal Irish Academy, and may be read there. 
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withdrawn, as unworthy of credence — ^and the learned 
gentleman's nnsustained attempt to give Sir Hugh 
O'Connor's eldest son any other name than Charles 
O'Connor dun, is an avowed failure. 

Another difficulty arose on the descent of the Be- 
lanagare estate, which, in all the family pedigrees, 
was said to have been settled by Sir Hugh O'Connor 
on his supposititious third son, Charles, on his inter- 
marriage with Anne O'MoUoy, or left to him by his 
will ; but, as it has been demonstrated to have been 
the estate of O'Connor roe, of Clan CahiU, it be- 
comes necessary to abandon those pedigrees, and to 
make out another title; and a learned antiquarian, 
who never troubles himself about authorities, sug- 
gests that Miss O'Connor roe, the mother of Sir 
Hugh O'Connor, was the sister of Owen O'Connor of 
Belanagare, the juror of 1585 ! * and thereupon as- 
sumes that Charles O'Connor of Belanagare, the 
supposititious third son of Sir Hugh, got the estate 
from his supposed unde. These wholly unwarrant- 
able assumptions afford a beautiful illustration of the 
learned gentleman's system of genealogical adapta- 

* Memoir, p. 47/ 
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tion, and the facility with which he meets the 
wishes of his customers, and reconciles all the diffi- 
culties of a case. The annexed pedigree of the 
O'Connor roe family, collected from the " Annals of 
the Four Masters," with references to authenticate 
each descent, establishes that Miss O'Connor roe^ the 
mother of Sir Hugh, and Owen O'Connor, of Bela- 
nagare, were descended from different branches of 
the O'Connor roe family, that she was not of the 
Clann CahiU branch, and that her family had no es- 
tate or interest in the lands of Belanagare. 

There were three distinct branches of the O'Con- 
nor roe family, descended from three brothers, sons 
of Hugh, son of Felim, who fell in the battle of 
Athenry, A. D. 1316, namely, Turlogh roe^ Bryan 
haUach^ and Felim deireach. Turlogh roe was ances- 
tor of the Clann CahiU branch ; he was the Jirat 
O'Connor roe, and grandfather of Felim Finn O'Con- 
nor ro«, who was traced to Bel Coille^ i.e. Bdana^ 
gare^ A.D. 1489.* Bryan hallach was ancestor of 
the CoBtlervby branch ; he was the great-grandfather 
of Teige hddhe O'Connor roe, whose son, Turlogh 

* Memoir, p. 40. ^ 
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ro€y was the father of Miss O'Connor roe, mother of 
Sir Hugh. Felim cleireach O'Connor, ancestor of a 
branch located at Tuhky and in the parish of Lisso- 
nuflfy; his son Roderick was fifth O'Connor roe. 
From the elective character of the chieftainship, so 
long as it subsisted, the O'Connor roe was from time to 
time elected from one or other of those three branches; 
and it is owing to that circimistance that the three 
branches are now traceable in the " Annals of the 
Four Masters," as they recorded the election and 
death of each O'Connor dun and O'Connor roe as im- 
portant events, and, in doing so, incidentally men- 
tioned who they were; and as Owen O'Connor roe, 
son of Felim Finn O'Connor roe, of Belanagare, was 
the last of his branch who became O'Connor roe, and 
died A.D. 1519, there is no further notice in the 
Annals of the Clann Cahill branch of the family. 
He was succeeded by Teige huidhe O'Connor roe, the 
first O'Connor roe of the Ccistlervby line ; and, from 
the death of Owen O'Connor roe, there was no 
O'Connor roe in any other branch, so that Miss 
O'Connor roe, Sir Hugh's mother, must have been of 
the Castleruby branch of the O'Connor roe family, 
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whicli had no connexion with Clann CahiU or Bela- 
nagare^ and could not have been the sister of Owen 
O'Connor of Belanagare. The estates of the CcatU- 
ruby O'Connor family were found, by the inquisi- 
tion of 1616, and are none of them in Clann CahiU;* 
and Belanagare was not then treated either as an 
O'Connor dun or an O'Connor roe estate, though the 
inquisition professed to investigate and ascertain the 
estates of both families. 

Owen O'Connor, of Belanagare (of 1585), was 
evidently descended from some of the sons or grand- 
sons of Felim Finn O'Connor, and was the father of 
Charles O Connor of Belanagare (the supposititious 
third son of Sir Hugh), and it is now truly asserted 
that it was from him that he got the estate, on his 
marriage with Anne O'MoUoy. 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that Charles 
O'Connor of Belanagare (son of Denis O'Connor of 
Killintrany), in the pedigree he compiled for Bri- 
gadier-General O'Connor of Rouen, states — "that 
Dermod O'Connor (Sir Hugh's father) married the 
daughter of Turlogh O'Connor roe ;" and in the pe- 

* Memoir, p. 79. 
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digree *he compiled for his own family, he states— 
"that Dermot O'Connor married Dorothy^ daughter 
of Teige huidhe O'Connor roe^*^ Who was Turlogh's 
father ! ! ! Both these pedigrees are published in 
Hardiman's " West Connaught," as furnished by 
Mr. Matthew O'Connor of Mount Druid, — and con- 
tains numerous misrepresentations. No reliance can 
be placed on such documents. 

It is not for me unnecessarily to discuss the 
claim of the O'Connors of Killintrany of descent from 
the old O'Connors of Belanagare, or the descent of 
the O'Connors of Mount Druid. I have abundance 
of legal evidence on the subject ; and, should it be- 
come necessary, shall not hesitate to produce it. 
Such questions are not matter of public interest, or 
private importance. There can be no mistake about 
the parties responsible for all that has been written 
on the subject ; and no amount of ingenious con- 
trivance can shift that responsibility on hired advo- 
cates. A former attempt was made, by a pamphlet, 
in the feigned name of " a Member of the Belana- 
gare Family," written by a barrister, no way con- 
nected with the family, and printed by Mr. Duffy, 
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who stated that he printed it for O'Conor Don, and 
had no copy left, as Mr. Thomas M'Dermot, his 
agent, took them all to the country, for circulation. 
Being forced to repel wanton and unprovoked slan- 
der, by those who should have known better, it be- 
came my duty to investigate the subject, and they 
have themselves to blame for the result. The feeble 
efforts of hired advocates have not only failed to 
clear up a single difficulty, but have left the case 
considerably worse than they found it. 
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The following important extract and letter are taken 

tram the Memoirs and Letters of Ulick^ Marqnis of 

Olanricarde and Earl of St. Albans, Lord Lieutenant 

of Ireland during the Rebellion of 16^1— Fol Mi- 

tion, p. 67-8. 

''Feb. 2, 1641. 
" The same day I received letters from Sir Lucas 
Dillon and Hugh oge O'Connor, desiring a safe con- 
dact> to impart unto me some propositions firom the 
County of Boscommon ; and upon my sending a safe 
conduct to them, they repaired the next day unto me, 
and deHvered this following letter. A letter fix)m the 
gentlemen of the county of Eoscommon directed to 
me, dated 23rd January, received 3rd February : — 

" * Eight Honotjeable, 

" ' We, in behalf of ourselves, and the major 
part of the Inhabitants and Freeholders of this County 
of Eoscommon, upon serious consultation and weighty 
motives, have made bold to employ Sir Lucas DiUon 
and Mr. Hugh oge O'Connor, to acquaint your Lord- 
ship with some resolutions which we have taken con- 
cerning the state of the said County, And to offer to 
your Lordship's view and consideration the causes 
necessitating us at the present to rise in arms, and to 
unite some numbers of Forces within the said County ; 

b 
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as likewise to signify to your Lordship, that in the 
great confidence we have in yonr Lordship's zeal to 
his Majesty's service, and the good of this poor afflicted 
Nation, we have made choice of your Lordship to go- 
vern and command these forces in chief, to regulate 
and order, with the assistance of Conncil, the affairs 
of the country, to represent unto his Majesty the 
heavy pressures and grievances under which we groan, 
and to soKcit redress and reformation from his sove- 
reign goodness, whereunto is our only appeal, and to 
none other under God. May it please yonr Lordship, 
we conceive, that such is the ohHgation you owe to 
the country from which you derive your birth ; and 
as you will give all the concurrent helps you can 
tending to the conservation thereof, and consequently 
will correspond with us in all our just designs, being 
very hopeful that the rest of the Province wiU make 
the same application to your Lordship, that so we 
may with hearts aud hands join imanimously in one 
right way, faithfully and loyally to serve God, the 
kiag and country. Wherein we beseech the divine 
Omnipotence to guide your Lordship aadus, who are 
your Lordship's most humble servants. 

'* ' Hugh O'Conwob. " ' Ghablbs O'CoimoB dun. 
^' * Will"* Delahoid. " ' Chablbs O'Connob roe. 

** ' And mwny others J^ 

There is auother letter to his Lordship from the 
council and commanders of the confederate forces of 
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Connaught, dated 28th August, 1643, and received by 
his Lordship on the 29th August, concerning a truce 
or cessation of arms throughout the Province on the 
part of the prime gentry, &c., which bears the fol- 
lowing signatures (p. 442) : — 

Lucas Taaffs. Malachias Ikkimen. 

BoETius Elphin, William Mollote. 

Teoohba Flinn. Chables O'Connob roe, 

GoBia^ELTUs Kelly. Cbaeles O'Connob dun. 

HXTBEBT BUBXK 

His Lordship gives a very full account of his in- 
terview with the bearers of those letters, and also his 
replies to them at fiill length, which may be read in 
his Memoirs ; and these letters should have been in- 
troduced at page 80 of the preceding Memoir, as an 
important part of the evidence there given to show 
that Sir Hugh O'Connor's eldest son's Christian name 
was Charles. It appears to me that the Charles 
O'Connor roe above named waa Charles O'Connor of 
Belanagare, and William MoUoye was his father-in- 
law. He might have assumed the name as O'Connor 
of dann-Cahill, which comprised the parish of Eil- 
corkey. 



ERKATTA, 

Memoir, page 23, line 14, for 1275 rtad 1255. 
Appkxdiic, page ii., line 11, /or Grandfather fwA TaJOisr. 
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PREFACE. 



Having published the preceding Memoir of the 
O'Connors, Kings of Connaught, and their descendants, 
in the year 1861, and thereby placed before all parties 
concerned sufficient evidence to demonstrate the im- 
possibility of admitting Mr. Arthur O'Connor's claim 
of descent from a suppositious third son of Sir Hugh 
O'Connor with any semblance of truth, or of assigning 
his family any place amongst the descendants of the 
ancient O'Connors of Connaught, I did not mean to 
give myself any more trouble on the subject, but 
being advised to separate their claims, from the long 
detail of circimista,nces, in a historical and genealogical 
memoir, I have added the following argumentative 
dialogue between two O'Connors, which places the 
important facts in a much clearer light, and enables 
the reader to apply the evidence and objections cor- 
rectly, and .to decide each question on, as it were, 
hearing both parties, examining the authorities 
quoted, and forming a sound and impartial opinion 
on the case. 



AN 



ARGUMENTATIVE DIALOaUE 



OH THB 



ASSUMPTION OF THE MODERN EPITHET 

OR TITLE OF DON. 



^MM^^^^hM^^^A^hA^ 



As O'Connor donn, and O'Connor of Cong, 

Were walking together, and lounging along, 

Said O'Connor donn,* " Pray, how came it to pass, 

That some careless writer or ignorant Ass, 

By rashly adopting a wrong generation. 

Left me without pedigree, birth-place, or station. 

And my descent a mere mystification." 

(1) The Irish word donn (which signifies hrown or . dun- 
colour) is one of those distinctive appellations so common in 
the Annals of the Four Masters, as nicknames. Professor 
Connellan explains how it came to he adopted hy the O'Con- 
nors as a branch name, — {The O'Connors^ Kings oj Connaughty 
pp. 82,34.) 
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II. 

" It is, indeed, strange," said O'Connor of Cong, 

*' How oft antiquarian opinions are wrong. 

Like Petrie's * Round Towers' and O'Curry's 'Lectures,* 

Made up of old stories and worthless conjectures ; 

And even O'Donovan's boasted translations, 

As false and obscure as his vague annotations. 

Which puzzle the Doctor, the Dean, and the College, 

"When tracing the source of his mysterious knowledge. 

Their pedigrees, too, which to order^ were made, 

Eegardless of truth, as mere matters of trade. 

Are silly inventions, unworthy of note^ 

Which very few read, and which no one can quote. 

But have you no proofs, or no elucidation. 

To free your descent from its mystification. 

There are annals, and records, and histories, too. 

Which afford information acknowledged as true, 

In which I presume you might possibly find 

Some hints, and details, of a trustworthy kind. 

Who was Denis liath f^ the question arises, 

(2) Professional Compilecs of Pedigrees to orcbr^nsert a new 
branch in the pedigree of any family of the same name, hy 
giving some person therein an additional son, from whom 
they deduce a fictitious line of ancestons. 

(8) Denis liath 0*Connor, of Killintrany, Co. Sligo, tbe 
acknowledged ancestor of the-Clonalis and Mt. Draid families, 
was the father of Charles O'Connor of Belanagare, whom they 
called The Historian, He was born atSillintraiiy^ AD. 1710| 
and came with his father to Belanagare, AD. 1719, wheu 
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Prom the Historian's* ingenious devices, 
The strange name of Calimch, and his slj -endeavour 
To sink the name Charles in Oalvach for ever. 
In vain have I tried in the ^ Annals' to trace 
The source of his people, his kindred, or race. 
How came the Historian^ a shrewd cunning man^ 
To adopt Denis Uath as one of the clan, 
Whose letter^ we have, so tmlike an O'Connor, 
Addressing his Patron, John French, as ^ ifOUJt honor J 

he got Belanagare from tfohn French of Frenchpark. He 
wad an expert compiler of Pedigrees to order, Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor of Elphin informs us, in his published letter, '* that 
he was resorted to bj many of the old Irish families for their 
pedigrees.*' In fabricating one for his own family, he gave 
Sir ^ugh O'Connor of Ballintubber Castle a third son named 
Charles, from whom he deduced his own descent ; and as Sir 
Hugh's well-known eldest sou and successor bore the Christian 
name of CharUs^ he gave him the curious Christian name 6f 
Calvach, as it would not answer to have two brothers bearing 
the same Christian name. 

(4) Charles O'Connor of Belanagare, so named throughout 
this discussion. 

(5) Denis liath*8 letter to John French, Who had purchased 
Belanagare from the daughters and co-^heiresses of Major OweU 
Phelim O'Connor, A.D. 1700, bears date in 1719, and contains 
the following yery significant paragraph — " Your honor knows 
I offered six shillings an acre, (for Belanagare,) and would still, 
and giye you sufficient security for payment of rent, and per* 
forming any reasonable article you would demand ;** and con* 
dudes, '* I am, Sir, your obedient and homble servant, Dennis 
O^Connor."* 
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So humble, so lowly, so free from ambition, 
So clearly disclosipg his servile condition, 
Beseeching his pitj, and commisseration. 
And seeking a lease, at a low valuation, 
Of Belanagare, which when had from ' his honor ^ 
Gave him the abode^ of an ancient O'Connor. 

m. 

" As for Denis luxthy* said O'Connor donn^ 
'' We knew little of him except from his son. 
Old Charles O'Connor, who undoubtedly knew 
He was grandson of Charles, third son of Sir Hugh, 
And his lowest conjectures are taken as true." 

IV. 

" If such be your proofs," said O'Connor of Cong, 
" You must be mistaken, your pedigree wrong ; 
He should prove his case, and you must do the same. 
Whenever you seek to establish your claim. 
There are indeed proofs, I might say very ihany, 
Which limit your forefathers to KilUntrany^ 
Where they lived little known, and came from afar. 
As mere interlopers to Belanagare ; 



(6) Belanagare had been the abode of Fhelim j!ii O'Connor 
ruadh, or the red-haired, AD. 1489. — {AnnaiU of Irdand^ 
p. 1178, N.Y.) 

(7) Killintrany, Co. Slige, the residence of Denis Uatk (tha 
grej) before he got Belanagare from John French. 
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Neither Owen Ihe Juror^ nor Denis the Grey^ 
Could deduce a descent in the manner you say. 

V. 

" And, then," said the Dorm, " tho' you may, perhaps, 

think 
Some proofs are required to estabUsh a link 
Between KiUintrany and Belanagare^ 
Which mere want of evidence cannot debar ; 
Yet such is the force of our ancient traditions, 
They dissipate all such unworthy suspicions." 

VI. 

" We cannot accept," said O'Connor of Gong, 
** Of unproved traditions, tho* cherish'd so long, 
As proofs of descent, which you cannot sustain. 
On hearsay alone in so lengthen'd a train. 
Lord Eldon declared, with unvaried assent, 
A grandson carCt prove his grandfather^ s descent^ 
As being too distant in his generation 
To have any knowledge, save mere reputation.' 
A witness must swear to his statements as true. 
And not to what somebody told him he knew. 
Which leaves your traditional lore a mere joke. 
And all your old pedigrees, bottles of smoke. 

(8) Owen, the Juror, — (The O'Connors^ Kings of Connaughf^ 
pp. 46, 47, and 86.) 

(9) Whltlocke v. Barker, 13 ves. 514. 

Charles 0*Connor roe, son of Owen the Juror^ whom the His- 
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But is it not true t^at Sir Hugh's eldest son 
Was Charles O'Connor, named O'Connor dun f 
His first son was Charles, his second was Hugh, 
His third not a Charles — it was Brian ruadk^^^ 
Who left a son Bod'ric, and .had but the one, 
A worthy descendant of O'Connor dann, 
From whom we have Owen^ and easily trace 
The present extent of his kindred, and race. 
Which clearly demonstrates beyond contradiction. 
Your ancient traditions are nothing but fiction." 

vn. 

To this he replied — " If Sir Hugh's eldest son 
Were Charles O'Connor, named O'Connor dun^ 
He had not, and never could have had, fmother. 
Who bore the same Christian name as his own brother. 
But are the names Calbhach and Ccdwvih the same. 
And how do historians interpret the name ? 

torian claimed as his great grandfather, died seyenty-si^ years 
before the Historian was bom. His nnaathenticated account 
of the descent of his great grandfather being wholly inadmis* 
sible, the pedigree he fabricated for his family is mere waste 
paper. The pedigree given to *^ 0*Conor Don,** in Sir B. 
Burke's Landed Gentry [down to the Historian*8 own time] is 
proved to be an accurate copy of the one fabricated by the 
Historian, and contains all his fabrications and blunders. 

(10) That Charles O'Connor Dun was the eldest son of Sir 
Hugh, and Hugh his second son, and Brian roe his third Bon, 
is clearly established by publiq tQCor^.-^The C^Comors^ 
Kings of Connaught, 76-^90 
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vni. 

" As to an CaUhhachy^ said O'Connor of Cong, 
" Inaccurate writers interpret it wrong, 
They write it Calvach, as all scholars agree 
That in Irish bh is pronounced as a v, 
O'Donovan, too, as a mere partisan, 
Translated it Charles, suppressing the ' an ;'" 
But the article * an,' in the text still retain'd. 
Disproves the translation, which cannot be maintran'd. 
It was the Historian invented the name 
For Charles O'Connor, to sanction his claim 
Of descent from CharieSj third son of Sir Hugh, 
A fictitious person he very well knew." 

" And now," said the Donn, " it behoves me to state, 

Our ivy-clad castles, and regal estate 

Descended unto us from father to son. 

From Cathal Crovderg down to O'Connor donn, 

(11) Dr. OT>onoyan translated ** Calbhacfa,** C%ar7e«.— An* 
nals of Ireland ad ann. 1289, note U, also p. 2401 and 2405, 
** Tribes of Ireland,** p. 46, n. 5. " Calbhach" is an adjective sig- 
nifying bald, and being throughout the Annals of Ireland pre- 
' ceded by the article an [the], could not be a Christian name. 
John 0*Donoghue, Esq., Barrister, an ex-scholar of T.CJ)., 
and a profound Irish scholar, has explained the true application 
of an CcUhhach in the Annals. It was applied to coarbs and 
erenaghs of the Church, who, being tonsured, were partially 
bald.— (Anna/s df Ireland ad ann. 1581, ;>p. 1765 and 1769.) 
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Which clearly establishes all our traditions, 
And cancels for ever your groundless suspicions." 

" We cannot adopt,** said O'Connor of Cong, 

A mere supposition so palpably wrong, 

You should be more cautious, nor deign to concede 

Unmerited faith to the fables you read. 

Your ivy-clad castles and regal estate 

Are poetic fictions too frail for debate. 

All the lands and estates of Sir Hugh still remain, 

And are traceable, too, in his ancient domain.^' 

Denis liath, you know, who never had any. 

Was but a small farmer when at KUUntrany^ 

Upon a poor holding, himself little known. 

With scarce recognizable means of his own. 

And as for Clonalis and Belanagare^ {j"^ 

We know whose they tJt^n were, and whose they now 

And how they came by them, but not as you say. 

By linseed descent^ or in any such way. 

ClanaUs was not the estate of Sir Hugh, 

But given by Charles the Second in lieu 

Of other estates which were seized by the Crown, 

And granted by patent as lands of its own. 

(12) They are enumerated in the patent of the manor of 
Ballintubber, 15 James L, and in Inquisitions taken at Tulsk 
in the year 1616.— (TAe 0* Connors, Kings of Connaught^ p* 
77-8.) 
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Nor could it be of the regalities meant, 
As it came by devise, " and not by descent ; 
And by a devise which in its inception 
Arose from mistake, if not from deception. 
And Bdanagare, as you very well know, 
Had been the estate of the O'Connors roe. 
Chiefs of Clancahillj whose ancient estate 
Was not, as your own, of such modem date." 

XI. 

" But, perhaps," said the Donn^ " it is right to narrate 
How Sir Hugh O'Connor came by the estate 
Of BeUmagare : and, indeed, you should know 
It was from his mother. Miss O'Connor roe. 
For Owen the Juror^ Miss O'Connor's brother, 
Could not leave his castle and lands to another." 

XII. 

" It mast be conceded," said O'Connor of Cong, 
'* As to Bdanagare your conjectures are wrong ; 
For Miss O'Connor, the mother of Sir Hugh, 
Was not Owen's sister, as stated by you. 
Her father was Turhgh^^ the son of Teig huidhey 
Not of CUmcahiU^ but of Castleruby, 

(18) Owen O'Connor of Belanagare, ^andfather of Charles 
Owen O'Connor of Clonalis, took Clonalis nnder the will 
of Bominick O'Connor donn of Clonalis, bearing date 8th 
August, 1789, remaining on record in the Prerogative Court, 
Dublin. — {The 0*Connor8f Kings of Connaughtf p» 63.) 

(14) Miss O'Connor roe, the mother of Sir Hugh O'Connor, 
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Who possessed neither castles nor lands, as we know. 
In ClancaMUy the country of O'Connor roe. 
Where Phelim, on plundering O'Connor donn^ 
So hastily fled, with the trophies he won,'' 
And where O'Connor dann so triumphantly rode 
At the head of his clansmen, at Phelim's abodSy 
Demolish'd his fortress, and broke through his hedges, 
And took from the people of Airtagh ^' their pledges. 
The BdcoiUe O^QonnorSj the Four Masters show," 
Were the ClancahiU branch of the O'Connors roe. 
And Denis O'Connor, the Historian's son, 
As* resident there, was mi&taken for one. 
That classic inscription, at Ballynafad,*^ 
On Carrara marble, which some of you had, 

and sister of Hagh Mergagh O'Connor roe of Castleruby, was 
daughter of Tarlogh O'Connor roe. The ffistorian, in one of 
his Pedigrees, states that she was the daughter of Tarlogh, 
and in another states that she was the daughter of Teig buidhe 
0*Connor roe, Turlogh's £ettherl ! X-^^Hcurdiman'M West Can- 
naught, p, 137-8. The 0* Connors, Kings of Connaught, Appen- 
rfix,/?. 8-10) 

(15) The O'Connors, Kings of Connaught, pp, 36-7. 

(16) Idem, pp. 40-41. 

(17) Idem, pp. 41 and 81 ; and Anncds of Irelafd ad ann 
1198, p. 97, note H. 

(18) O'Donoyan in giving a copy of the inscription on the 
Carrara marble introduced the words, *' Hoc monumentam 
erectnm k Dions. O Connor of Belanagare, AD. 1734,** thoogh 
no such words appear on the marble. — (The CComiots, KingM 
of CoMMught, p, 97.) 
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From an O'Connor roe^ with his portrait so rare, 
Was not sent to him, but to BekLnagare^f 
Whwe the gallant Major, an O'Connor roe, 
Left his wife and daughters a long time ago." 
To whom could he send his own portrait so far, 
Unless to his kinsfolk, of Bdanagare^ 
And not to a stranger, in blood and in race, 
Who came to reside in their family place. 
And now what becomes of your ancient traditions. 
Your silly pretensions, and late acquisitions, 
Tour ivy-clad castles, and regal estate. 
Unworthy of notice in serious debate ? *' 

xnL 

" Why impute," said the donn^ " to Charles O'Connor, 
A man of such learning, discretion, and honor. 
So shameful an act, as false pedigree making. 
Without any motive for such undertaking ? 
Pray, can you inform me, where I may see 
What has ever been publifihed,as his- pedigree ? " 

XIV. 

" Far be it from me," said O'Connor of Cong, 
'^ In our free discussion, thus lounging along. 
To seek for the motive, of an undertaking, 
So vile in itself, as false pedigree making. 

(19) Major Owen O'Connor was the last male issne of the 
old Belanagare family. It was from his daughters and co* 
heiresses, that John French purchased the estate, A.D. 1700. 
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The question is not, what the Historian knew. 

But why his conjectures, were taken as true. 

He neither showed learning, discretion, nor honor, 

In his false account, of the house of O'Connor. 

In the " Landed Gentry," Sir Bernard's thick volume, 

You may see the whole, in O'Connor donrCs column, 

As settled by Betham, and slily recorded, 

For which, beyond doubt, he was not unrewarded. 

In the '' lar COnnaught," on Hardiman's word, 

Tou may read his statements, as placed on record. 

In which he assumed, as undoubtedly true. 

That his great grandsire, was third son of Sir Hugh. 

Nor could he in truth, trace descent quite so far, 

As Charles O'Connor, of Bdanagare^ 

The son of that Owen, you somehow or other. 

So strangely mistook, for Miss O'Connor's brother ; 

For old Charles could not, for the life of him tell. 

From which of the thrones, of Siol Murray, he fell. 

—In KUcorhey churchyard^ which is not very far. 

From the village, and ruins, of BelanagarCj 

Tou may see a tombstone, erected in honor, 

Of the Historian, by Mathew O'Connor. 

Its Latin inscription, to him gives the grace, 

Of deducing descent, from a'sove;:eign race, 

A grateful admission, that to him is due, 

The fictitious claims of descent, from Sir Hugh. 

— ^The Irish Archivists in their useful tracts, 

Give mistaken versions of historic facts. 
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In a pedigree framed, for an O'Connor donUy 

By Mathew O'Connor, and O'Donovan,*® 

King Turhgh is made, the first O'Connor donn^ 

Instead of Turlogh oge^ who was his grandson. 

To give more importance, and historic fame, 

To a spnrions title, and vulgar nickname. 

The brown-hair'd, the red-hair'd, and others were 

known, 
Bj distinctive nicknames, instead of their own ; 
So donn was the brown-hair'd, and ruadk the red, 
As throughout the Annals, the Four Masters said, 
And Mathew explain'd, (what a pity he's gone I) 
How slyly Old Dominick imported the * Don^' 
Thus sinking the doniiy in ambiguous Spanish, 
n hopes its true meaning might speedily vanish : 
All which you may find, in Weld's * Irish Statistics,' 
An excellent record, of Mathew and his tricks."*^ 

(20) Tracts of the Archaeological Society, A.D. 1841. Dr. 
O'Donovan, when employed on the Ordnance Survey in the 
Coanty Roscommon, though he had the assistanee of Mr. 
Mat. O'Connor, and Denis O'Connor tionn of Clonalis, could 
noi' trace any connexion hetween their family and the 
O'Connors of Ballintubber Castle.— (O'Connors, Kings of 
Connaughtf p, 54.) 

(21) Isaac Weld acknowledges that he received the account 
he gives of the O'Connor family from Mr. Mat O'Connor, in 
MSS. notes, from which he states — *'' The descendants of Sir 
"ELuf^h. O'Connor relinquished the distinctive appellation of 
dhunne after the death of Hugh O'Connor dun, in 1662. [He 
was the son of Charles O'Connor dun, eldest son of Sir Hugh 
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XV. 

The donn then replied — " If we could bttt tratce, 

Owen the Juror^ his people or race, 

We might some ancestor, thus chance to discover, 

Whom (he Historian so strangely passed over. 

You mentioned a Phelim, of Belanagarey 

Involved in dissension, in plunder aaad war. 

With an O'Connor donn. Can no one disclose 

The cause of their quarrel, or why they were foes ? 

Their districts were distant, unmix'd with each other, 

ClancahiU the one, Ballintubber the other. 

It might be some family feud or dissension. 

Which one of the clan would not willingly mention." 

XVI. 

" You cannot, I fear," said O'Connor of Ciong, 
" By any contrivance, conceal very long. 
The fatal mistakes, and misrepresentations, 
Unfounded assumptions, and vile fabrications, 
Which Mathew O'Connor has placed on record, 
In eminent works, on his own faithless word. 

O'Connor. His interment is recorded in Jamas' Parish, 
Dublin, on 8rd September, 1662.') In the year 1750, I>ominick ' 
O'Connor, then the head of the Clonalis branch oi the family, 
assumed the distinctive appellation of Don, being a corruption 
of the Irish word dhunne, giving it more importance, and sound* 
ing like the Spanish * Don,* as associating with the name the 
Ccdtiberlan or Spanish origin of the Irish." (Weld's Statistical 
StirvBy of the County of Roscomtnon, p. 382. 
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And should some discovery, even now show, 
Your descent, from Phelim fin O'Connor roc, 
You should then relinquish, the nickname of donn, 
And your descent from the fictitious son. 
Of Sir Hugh O'Connor ; and your new position. 
Might, I apprehend, be a source of derision. 
How could the Historian^ assume that he knew, 
His own great-grandfather, was son of Sir Hugh ? 
As well might he say, we'd believe him as soon. 
That his great-grandfather came down from the moon." 

XVII. 

" But, then," said the donn^ " I can scarcely believe. 
That old Charles O'Connor, meant to deceive. 
His neighbours, and friends, and his family, too. 
By a claim of descent, which he very well knew. 
Could not be maintain'd. Pray, can you suppose, 
He thought any more, of the donns than the roe^." 

xvm. 

" In searching for motives," said O'Connor of Cong, 
""V^e are oftentimes right, but we sometimes are 

wrong. 
Old Charles O'Connor, had not in his view, 
A vain predilection, for donuy or for ruadhy 
But his neighbour, and friend, then O'Connor donn^ 
Was a childless old man, without daughter or son. 
Who had an estate, which he meant to devise. 
In the strictest succession, unto his allies. 

B 
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So Charles O'Connor, without hesitation, 
Besolved upon being his nearest relation. 
As being descended, from a fictitious son, 
Of Dom'nick's ancestor. Sir Hugh O'Connor donriy 
Thus concealing for motives, and views of his own. 
The descent of his forefathers, if it were known. 
It was thus that Old Charles, insidiously won. 
From Dominick O'Connor, then O'Connor darmy 
The lands of Clonalis, your regal estate, 
And all the importance, you borrow'd of late." 

XIX. 

" And, then," said the donuy " it has lately been said, 
That the BelcoUle 0*Connoi*8j buried their dead, 
At Ballintubber, which is so very far. 
From KUcorkey Churchyard^ near BeiUmagare. 
It must be presumed, the last resting-place, 
Of the Historian^ his kindred and race. 
Where he was interr'd, without even a stone. 
Upon his unknown grave, to make it his own."" 

(22) The burial of the Historian, at Balliiitabber, was a silly 
contrivance to connect his family with the O'Connors donn. 
From the time of Phelim O'Connor, King of Conoaught, who 
died A.D. 1265, to whom a handsome montuaent was erected 
in the Abbey of Roscommon, it was well known to. be the 
borial-place both of the O'Connors donn and rvadh, the two 
branches of the family ; and accordingly Fhelim^Sn O'Connor 
roe of Belanagare, was interred there with unnsnal pomp, 
(Annals of Ireland, ad ann. 1490,) and Dermod O'Connor 
donn, father of Sir Hugh O'Connor, who died in tha Castle of 
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XX. 

" We cannot adopt," said O'Connor of Cong, 

" Unfounded assumptions so palpably wrong. 

Phelim fin O'Connor, an O'Connor roe^ 

Of Bdanagare^ as the Four Masters show. 

And the O'Connors donn^ their kindred and race, 

Had Boscommon Abbey, their last resting-place ; 

And Charles O'Connor thereby only meant 

To sanction his fictitious claim of descent 

From Sir Hugh O'Connor, whom you may still see. 

Erroneously named in his ancestry." 



I XXT. 



" Whereupon," said the donn^ " perhaps you should 

read 
The Royal Conveyance, our family deed. 
By which Calvach the Great, as * O'Connor donn^* 
Gave Belanojgare to Sir Hugh's younger son, 
And which it seems, on due consideration, 
Frees our descent from all mystification." 

XXII. 

" How can we receive," said O'Connor of Cong, 

" A deed between parties all whom it names wrong? 

Ballintabber, A.D. 1585, was also interred at the Abbey of 
Roscommon, (uUm ad ann. 1585) and Brian baUagh, son of 
Hugh, King of Connaught, the ancestor of the O'Connors of 
Ca»tkrubiff who died A.D. 1418, was buried at Boscommon. 
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Are you not aware how ' Ccdvach ' became 
A mere substitution for the Christian name 
Of Charles O'Connor, Sir Hugh's eldest son, 
And legal successor, named O'Connor dun ? 
Besides, the new title of ' (7 Conor Don^ 
Had not been adopted till Charles was gone.^" 

xxin. 

" And, then," said the donn^ " pray what more can you 

say 
Concerning our ancestor, Denis (the grey,) 
On which may depend, as we very well know, 
A claim of descent from an O'Connor roe,*^ 

xxrv. 

" As for Denis liath^* said O'Connor of Cong, 
" All Charles O'Connor's assumptions are wrong. 
He craftily sought to establish his claims, 
By fabulous stories and fictitious names, 
And falsified dates, and interpolations 
In ancient records and in new publications. 
His evidence, therefore, we could not receive, 
Of his own descent ; nor can we believe 

(23) Charles O'Connor dun, eldest son of Sir Hugh 
O'Connor, the supposed grantor of this tpurious deed, never 
bore the name of Calvachy and had no younger brother 
Charles ; and Charles O'Connor dun died one hundred years 
before either the new name of '* O'Conor,** or the appellation 
of '* Don^ were adopted.-~( The Kings of dmnaught, pp. 80-83.) 
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His friends and assistants, O'Gorman** and Curry," 
Who swalloVd his fables in such bootless huny ; 
Or Sir William Betham, of heraldic sway, 
Who set up the Don with a private entree^ 

(24) Chevalier O'Gorman, a professional compiler of pedi- 
grees to order, kept an ofiSce and clerks in Dublin to carry on 
the business. He was an intimate friend and correspondent of 
Charles O'Connor, the Historian, and dressed up an old 
pedigree in the Linea Antigua, in which he introduced Charles 
O'Connor of Belanagare (son of Owen O'Connor of Belana- 
gare, of 1585, named the Juror) as the third son of Sir Hugh 
O'Connor of Ballintubber Castle, and Brian roe O'Connor as 
his fourth son, and gave Charles O'Connor dun, the well 
known eldest son and successor of Sir Hugh O'Connor, the 
fictitious Christian name of Calvach, 

(25) Dr. Curry and the Historian were jointly engaged in 
the preparation of Dr. Curry's review of the Civil Wars of 
Ireland [Plowden's Letters, p. 35 ;] and in the first edition, 
published A.D. 1775, Appendix No. 9, it is stated, that 
*< Dominick O'Connor don was descended in the fourth gene- 
ration from Hugh oge O'Connor, second son of Sir Hugh 
O'Connor, who had two brothers, Charles and Brian roe; 
and that the Historian was descended in the third generation 
from Charles^* This was an awkward attempt to deduce his 
descent from Charles O'Connor dun, the eldest son of Sir 
Hugh, and the statement was therefore omitted in the subse- 
quent edition of Dr. Curry's review of the Civil Wars of 
Ireland, published A.D. 1810. 

(26) In a letter, written by G. S. Sullivan, dated Isle of 
'Wight, September, 1852, he states, "that when about to 

obtain authority to adopt the old name of Sullivan mor, as 
head of his family, Sir William Betham wrote to Sir William 
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A grateful concession confeired to entice 
From craving ambition a liberal price ; 
Or Mathew O'Connor, who, to make amends 
For some low connexions to cousins and friends. 
Got up and had publish'dby stealthy degrees 
His manifestations and false pedigrees, 
And left you to scramble in vain for assertions 
To meet very foul and disgraceful aspersions. 
But of Denis liath^ who was nicknamed the Grey, 
All knowledge in truth has long since pass'd away, 
Without which, I fear, it is your destination 
To have neither pedigree, birthplace, nor station. 
And your descent a mere mystification." 

Yonng, who was then engaged in making, the arrangement, 
saying, that G. S. Sullivan was not the head of the family, 
though he could not say who was ; and that Sir William 
Betham afterwards wrote to G. S. Sullivan, saying, he could 
delineate the history of the family, as he had such ahundant 
materials far heyond any other person, and added, ' that he 
made out the pedigree of O'Connor Don, and obtained for him 
the private entr€e (at the Castle of Dublin).' ** Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor of Elphin (son of Mr. Mat. O'Connor of Mount 
Druid,) in his letter in the Roscommon Messenger, boasted 
'* that he had the autograph pedigree which the Historian drew 
up for the Clonalis family^ together with the autograph pedigree 
which he drew out for his own family, from which his uncle, 
the late Owen O'Connor, drew out the one he gave to Sir 
William Betham, Ulster King of Arms, which remains on 
record in the Castle of Dublin," wthere it was improperly 
registered on the mere certificate (at the foot thereof) '* that 
Owen O'Connor believed it to be true" ! ! I 
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It is quite manifest, from the foregoing evidence, 
that the modem O'Connors of Belanagare, descended 
from Donagh liath of KiUintrany^ cannot claim descent 
from any member of the O'Connor donn family, or 
from any leading member of the O'Connors roe- 
There was no second Charles in Sir Hugh O'Connor's 
family. He has not been named in any public or ad- 
missible private document, and was evidently intro- 
duced by Charles O'Connor, the Historiany into the 
pedigree he compiled for his family for a special pur- 
pose, without any authority, for the sake of Clonalis. 
Belanagare was an O'Connor roe property from the 
earliest period, and in the district of ClancdhtU^ the 
coimtry of OTlanagan and O'Connor roe, in which 
Sir Hugh O'Connor never had an acre of land. And 
the assumption of the epithet of Don, or of being the 
head of the O'Connors of Roscommon, is a palpable 
absurdity. 



ERRATA IN THE MEMOIR. 

Page 2, line 2. For Stokestown read Strokestown. 

„ 21. For Cathal, son of Connor ruadk, read Connor 
ruadhj son of Cathal ; and in the same page, for 
Cathal O'Connor read Connor ruadh O'Connor. 

„ 27 and 28. For Breafneach read Breifneach. 

„ 37 and 38. For Beala read Bealach. 

„ 44, in note, both Teige buidke, and Turlogh O'Connor, 
there named O'Connor, were descended from Felim, 
who fell in the battle of Athenry, and not from the 
first O'Connor roe — see Pedigree, in the Appendix, 
page viii. 

„ 48. In tlie recital of the deed of composition of the 
3rd October, 1685, after the name " Cahill mac Toole 
of Castlerea," read " Teige oge O'Connor roe, chief of 
his name " (who was uncle of Hugh Mergagh O'Connor 
of Castleruby). 

„ 62. For Lady O'Brien read *^a daughter of Ijord 
Athenry." 



ERRATA IN THE ARGUMENTATIVE DIALOGUE. 

Preface, line 6. For suppositious read supposititious. 
Page 6, line 1 1 , read, 

*^ And his loosest conjectures are taken as true." 



